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Season 2023 seems to have gone by in a flash but there were many highlights for the Club both on and off 

the field that were underpinned by the efforts of players, coaches, managers, board members and volunteers 

that have again done so much for the Tuggeranong Valley Australian Football Netball Club across the senior 

menôs and womenôs programs to our Rising Stars and Junior teams. The hundreds of hours that you put into 

pre-season, the season itself and post-season is critical to making the Club and competition tick and to the 

health of our great game across the territory.  

 

No one epitomises this selfless service more than Ray Ghirardello and it was appropriate that Ray was 

recognised with the highest honour with his induction into the AFL Canberra Hall of Fame. Ray has put 

thousands of hours into volunteering for Australian Rules Football over 30 years, serving with distinction in 

almost every position imaginable from the playing ranks to junior and senior coaching roles, to critical board 

roles and a key role in bringing the Valley football clubs together as well as all the game day duties of line 

marking and canteen duty.  There can be no better example of service to community than the extraordinary 

contribution that Ray has made to football in the Territory and in the Tuggeranong Valley. 

 

And in this vein too it was great to see the Tuggeranong Valley Australian Football Netball Club receive the 

Prime Ministerôs Award as the best junior club in the ACT for 2023. Awards like this are no accident and it is 

testament to the hard work, enthusiasm and inclusivity of all involved in the organisation and running of the 

junior program. 

 

On the field there were some great results with the Rising Stars Womenôs team making the finals for the first 

time in a decade, six out of ten junior teams made the finals with the Under 16 girls winning the premiership, 

and the Under 11 Red Mixed and Under 14 Red Mixed teams both runner ups. There were plenty of 

individual achievements with representatives at national championships and several representatives in the 

GWS academy teams in all age groups. Of particular note were the achievements of Jesse Borghouts, 

League Best and Fairest Under 15 Boys, and Aiden Henderson and Isaac Owusu, equal Best and Fairest 

Under 14s Mixed Boys. And there were several top 10 finishes across the various age groups.   

 

It is great to see netball going from strength to strength in the Club with significant growth, moving from six 

teams in the inaugural season last year to 11 teams in 2023.  It was also a strong performance on the court 

with six teams making preliminary finals, four making grand finals and three going on to be 2023 premiers. 

 

It has been great to have a full football season as well as continued growth in the netball program and with 

the strengthening of links between the Club and St Mary MacKillop College. This year it has again been 

great to see the recognition of game milestones for senior and junior footballers, the selection of players in 

GWS academy and other representative teams as well as the spotlight on the many volunteers that make 

this Club great. It emphasises the strength that the Club has as a community that values the efforts and input 

of all its members. 

 

After a couple of years of consultation, it is timely to consider what are the next steps to take in ensuring that 

Australian Football in the Valley has the right investment in infrastructure to support not just the existing 

playing community but to support growth in football over the next decade. This is critical for the wellbeing of 

the code in the Territory, and I am keen to work with the Board and Club, AFL Canberra and our local and 

federal Governments to this end. 

 

Thank you to everyone at the Tuggeranong Valley Australian Football Netball Club for your generosity and 

warm hospitality throughout 2023, where there continued to be an investment in youth in the senior programs 

and a recognition of the contribution made by all to the Club. Itôs a privilege to be involved with a Club built 

on character, with a respectful and inclusive culture, which makes such an incredible contribution to the 

community down south. 

David Smith MP
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When thinking about how our 2023 season started, with the loss of all our junior gear in the fire at Gordon, to 

where we are now, you should be incredibly proud of being part of such a fantastic organisation that is now 

the third largest AFL club in Canberra. 

 
This year we have a lot to celebrate, including but not limited to: 

 

* Three Junior league B&F winners - Jesse Borghouts, Isaac Owusu and Aiden Henderson 

* Three junior teams making it to Grand Finals 

* The Under 16 Girls premiership 

* Six of our senior players named in Teams of the Year 

* Nick Forester polling in the top 5 Community Menôs League B&F 

* Joe Dunnôs 2023 Goal of the Year 

* Continued reduction in margins in our seniors, with further improvements to our off-field culture 

* New experiences in our senior/junior engagement, with award night dinners, family BBQôs, more senior 

attendance at junior events, autograph sessions and even more planned for 2024 already 

* Four Netball Grand Finalists with three Netball Premierships  

* Kerry Hayes broke the Club record for most senior womens games played which now sits at 232.  

* Ray Ghirardello, inducted into the AFL Canberra Hall of Fame 

* Beth Matters named AFL Canberra 2nd Grade Womenôs Coach of the Year, and 

* Named 2023 Junior Club of the Year and AFL Canberra Social Media Winners.  

 
To the Board, ñOutstanding!ò - Luke, Kristie, Matt, Paul, Amanda, Rachael, Laura, Leo, Karen, Yoey, Kim 

and Katie, weôve faced fires (twice), break-ins, pathway projects, social calendars most would envy, 

painstaking merch orders, arguing with banks, securing of grants, coordinating volunteers and the list goes 

on. I am personally grateful for the support and commitment you have shown me as well. We make a great 

team! 

 

To our Sponsors ï Without your support we simply would not be able to provide the environment that we 

do. I would especially like to thank our Major Partners, Ian Mackay and the team at Canberra Southern 

Cross Club; Col McIntyre, McIntyre Property Group; Luke Jess, Contract Professionals; and Mark 

Woodward, MW Plumbing. Our relationship with each of you now extends well beyond 10 years and we are 

truly grateful for your ongoing trust and support in investing in our players and our community. 

 

Congratulations again to our Major Club Award Winners and Life Members - We are very fortunate to 

have such incredible people that give their time and effort so freely and selflessly to make our club what it is. 

 

Thank you volunteers - This year has without a doubt seen more and more people getting involved and 

invested in what we are doing. Which enables the Board to make inroads on where the club is trying to get 

to. To everyone that either joined a sub-committee or put your hand up even to do the smallest of tasks, 

thank you for recognising that it takes a village to raise a child. 

 

So many reasons this year to celebrate our fantastic club. Congratulations again to all our award recipients, 

our players, families, and broader community. I canôt wait to see what season 2024 brings.  

  

Kellie Hogan  

TVAFNC President  
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TVAF NC BOARD  
Patron  

David Smith MP 

President  Kellie Hogan 

Vice President/Corporate and Strategy  Luke Jess 

Secretary  Kristie Chynoweth 

Treasurer  Matthew Brine 

Senior Football  Paul Highmore 

Junior Football  Amanda Lowes 

Netball  Karen Cooper 

Sponsorship  Laura Scheele/Leo Lahey 

Communications  Kim OôDea 

Property, Facilities & Merchandise  Peter Ashcroft 

Community  Katie Kearney 

Volunteers  Rachel Kennedy 

COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS   
Communications Committee  

Emma Kennedy Warren Leyden Jackson OôDea Natasha Monger Trunisha Patel 

Luke Lowes Amanda Lowes Taryn Virtue Kristie Chynoweth Murry Chynoweth 

Kellie Hogan Kim OôDea    

Community Committee  

Kim Rice Amy Kickett Lisa Williams Scott Williams Lucy Crouch 

Karen Davidson Rochelle Maters Louise Henderson Kim OôDea 
 

 

Junior Football Committee  

Luke Lowes Bec Pink Geoff Bennett Gary Searle Belinda Reilly 

Kim Rice Katie Kearney Ben Lehmann   

Senior Medical Staff  

Denis Liuzzi Sean Finn Sandy Beggs Jarrod Phillips Ian Knox 

Laura King Matt Moxon Tony OôDea   
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1st Grade Mens  

Coach: Jimmy Rice 

Assistant Coaches: Paul Highmore, Stephen 

Donlan, Sam Robinson 

Manager: Karen Donlan & Murray Chynoweth 

2nd Grade Mens  

Coach: Ricci Miller 

Assistant Coach: Greg Walker 

Manager: Laura Scheele 

1st Grade Womens  

Coach: Leo Lahey 

Assistant Coaches: Will Prowse & Kaitlin Dobing 

Manager: Kim OôDea  

 

2nd Grade Womens  

Coach: Beth Matter 

Manager: Chloe Osborne 

Rising Stars Womens  

Coach: Leo Lahey 

Assistant Coaches: Mick Patton & Tia Stevens 

Manager: Anthony Mayer 

3rd  Grade Mens  

Coach: Jesse McPhail 

 

16 Girls  

Coach: Mick Patton 

Assistant Coach: Tia Stevens 

Manager: Laura Scheele 

15 Boys 

Coach: Peter Borghouts 

Assistant Coaches: Shane Harman & Jason Owen 

Manager: Amanda Lowes 

14 Girls  

Coach: Matt Knox 

Manager: Nicole Knox 

14s Mixed Blue  

Coach: Kieren Rogers 

Manager: Katie Kearney 

14s Mixed Red 

Coach: Mark Woodward 

Assistant Coach: Jimmy Rice 

Manager: Chris Fogarty 

13s Mixed  

Coach: Kurt Masters 

Manager: Lyndall Baker 

12 Girls  

Coach: Luke Jess 

Manager: Johanna Davies 

12s Mixed  

Coach: Adam Robinson 

Manager: Taryn Crick 

 

11s Mixed Blue  

Coach: Dante Miller 

Manager: Sue Turtle 

11s Mixed Red 

Coaches: Simon Kelly & Jono Dean 

Manager: John Wundersitz 

10 Girls  

Coach: Gerard Patron 

Manager: Ellen Keefe 

10s Mixed Blue  

Coach: Tristan Turner 

Manager: Tania Hanzer 
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10s Mixed Red 

Coach: Carman Marotti 

Manager: Tara Wiggins 

9s Mixed Blue  

Coach: Jesse Baker 

Manager: Lyndall Baker 

9s Mixed Red 

Coach: Peter Ashcroft 

Manager: Kelly McGrath 

 

Auskick Pros Blue  

Coach: Tanya Blight 

Managers: Clare Roache & Stephanie Williams 

Auskick Pros White  

Coach: Robert Griffith 

Manager: Mandy Bickerstaff 

Auskick Pros Red  

Coach: Matthew Turtle 

Manager: Fiona Farrer 

Auskick Pros Gold  

Coaches: Brian Chamberlain & Paul Smith 

Manager: Damon Welsford 

Auskick Rookies  

Coach: Tristan Turner, Justin Donley & David 

Canning 
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AFL CANBERRA AWARDS  

2023 Prime Minister Cup Junior Club of the Year 

 

 

 

Tuggeranong Valley Australian Football & Netball Club 

Future Stars Women Team of the Year 

Georgia Mayer   Morgan Stevens   Ashley Patton 

Future Stars Men Team of the Year  

Tristan Borghouts 

Senior Women Team of the Year 

Kiarna Woolley-Blain 

Senior Men Team of the Year 

Rhys Mooney 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ {ŜŎƻƴŘ DǊŀŘŜ /ƻŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 

Beth Matters 

Goal of the Year 

Joe Dunn 
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Patrons Award  
Natasha Monger - Tash has been part of the TVAFNC community for over 10 years. She plays, has 

coached juniors, driven a positive culture within the playing group and the broader club and helped on 

various committees including social events, player milestone celebrations and has been a mentor for a lot 

of younger womenôs players. Tash is passionate about raising awareness of mental health issues and has 

been instrumental in helping others to speak up if they are struggling. 

Presidentõs Award 
Katie Kearney - is passionate, driven, determined and you cannot fault how much she loves this club. A 

first year as a board member, Katie brought a new level of excitement to social events, managed football 

and netball teams and helped with whatever was needed. 

Club Person of the Year - Juniors 
Ben Lehmann - no job too big for Ben. Youôd often find him standing behind the BBQ, on the side of the 

road putting up signs or helping at trainings.  

Club Person of the Year - Seniors 
Jesse McPhail - Single handedly recruited, trained, organised, coached, and managed our Community 

Grade Menôs side. Signs of a great leader when players flock from everywhere to play beside him.  

The Matheson Volunteer Service Award - Juniors 
Gary Searle ï For many years now Gary has been on a junior committee, helped organise community 

events, managed a lot of pre-season activities by putting up road signs and flyers around the shops. With 

no fuss and always one of the first to put his name on the volunteer sheet.  

Volunteer Service Award ð Seniors 
Ian Knox - always shows up (even after just having surgery) to make sure players are well looked after. 

Always putting the health and safety of our players first.  

The Ray Ghirardello Junior Coach of the Year  
Peter Ashcroft ï For a few years now Yoey has coached or assistant coached multiple teams at a time. 

Been a mentor and leader for other junior coaches and this year mentoring some of our future coaches as 

well.  

Most Valuable Player  
Rhys Mooney - sets the example of what the behaviours of a senior player need to be and lead the team 

and club admirably. 

Gerry Carroll ð Most Courageous Player  
Josh Brittliff - Josh is a hardened mature player that inspired his teammates to be tough through his 

ferocious attack on the ball. 

 

Charlee Cremerius - Charlee personified courage and a do or die attitude, often playing with injury and 

without once ever losing her smile. 
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Enright Award ð Male Junior Player Achievement Award  
Aiden Henderson -This player sets high standards of himself as a player, and the level that he plays each 

week. He has not only represented Tuggeranong, he has been a member of the Giants development 

squad, and was selected in the Super 24 team. He has also played for the ACT School Sports team 

competing in Albury this year. He displays good sportsmanship qualities and is a supportive member of 

the team. These qualities and his natural ability to play football are reasons he also was awarded winner in 

the league best and fairest. 

 

Female Junior Player Achievement Award  
Morgan Stevens - After a slow start due to injury, Morgan played in Under 16 girls premiership side, 

Rising Stars Womenôs and had her senior 1st grade debut, earning herself runner up awards in both the 

16 Girls and RSW.  She also captained the U15 ACT Schoolgirls team and led the side to unprecedented 

success where the team beat both Victoria and Western Australia and was named All-Australian.  

Ash Taylor Encouragement Award  
Quinn Barons - This player has worked hard throughout the AFL 2023 season, contributing not only to 

the Girls under 16s team as a player, but generally across the Tuggeranong Valley Football club including 

assisting as team manager of 2nd grade team and helping to coach the U9s.  As an individual, this players 

enjoyment of the game and AFL environment generally is highly evident which has been a real highlight 

that has translated into notable improvement across the season and her additional contributions 

throughout the club.  She has displayed terrific resilience, overcoming a number of injuries and engaging 

positively with risk.  We have been particularly proud to see her extending herself and trying new 

things.  Given her love of the game and her growing confidence to try new things, Quinn is a worthy 

recipient of the Junior Encouragement Award. 

Giant Heart Awards (GWS)  
Luke Lowes - Works away quietly in the background, whether it be running water for seniors, helping with 

Auskick and the Junior program or even with running events such as this one tonight. 

 

Denis Liuzzi - Denis does an outstanding job of supporting our trainers, organising equipment and works 

closely with our physios to ensure our players are well looked after. 
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Life Members  
Mick Patton - involved as a player since 1993 and when he finished playing in the 2000ôs was quick to 

continue supporting the club, by offering players opportunities for employment, be it administrative roles or 

apprenticeships.  He has coached juniors since 2019 but has also been involved in assistant coaching 

roles in both the mens and womenôs senior space. 

 

Pat McLindin - Pat and her late husband Daryl were involved in the Club in its inception back in 1968. In 

Patôs words, even back then she just loved the community and being involved in whichever way she could. 

Pat has sponsored players as an individual since at least 2008 and you wouldnôt be blamed for thinking 

Pat was already a life member, so it is great we now make it yearbook official. 

 

John Glenn - John joined the board in 2009, was Secretary in 2010 and President in 2011 and 2012. He 

worked tirelessly on the NEAFL agreement, establishing the required governance, and developing code of 

conduct policies for players. During his tenure as President, he also successfully negotiated an affiliation 

agreement with the Hawthorn Football Club, and we saw the first ever 3-year deal with the CSCC of whom 

we continue to have a strong partnership with 12 years later. Since 2013, John continues to be our Public 

Officer, ensuring that our Club acts in accordance with our constitution and the Associated Incorporations 

Act and is often called upon to provide advice to the Board on contentious matters. 

 

Scott Newhouse - Receives player life membership for reaching 200 senior club games on 17 June 2023. 

A quality person and footballer who has maintained his love of footy and Club, despite juggling heavy work 

commitments. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF OUR 202 3 

AWARD WINNERS  

  



MAJOR AWARDS  

 
15 

 

Congratulations again to Ray Ghirardello on his induction into the AFL Canberra Hall of Fame in 2023. 

Ray has dedicated over 30 years of his life to volunteering for Australian Rules Football in Canberra. For his 

entire career he has poured his heart and soul into the Tuggeranong Valley community. 

He is the epitome of volunteering and throughout his significant contribution would often be the first one to 

turn up and the last one to leave be it training or game day. Ensuring everything ran smoothly, every single 

time, improving the experience of the players, coaches, umpires, and supporters without fail. 

He first played junior footy with St Edmunds and then in 1976 to mid-1980ôs ï was a Senior Football Player 

with Manuka Football Club 

After hanging up the boots Ray jumped into volunteering. You can name just about any role within the 

football club and Ray will have done it at some point. But his time coaching is probably the most precious to 

him.  

He was a Tuggeranong Junior Coach from 1983 to 2000, and then a Senior Coach from 2004 to 2016.  As a 

coach, Ray always ensured that every player received the best chance to develop their skills and enjoy their 

football. Many people around the club have stories of Ray taxiing players around to ensure they could get to 

training and game days. He broke the record books for the Tuggeranong Bulldogs coaching a team that won 

four premierships in a row from 1995 to 1998, playing in finals in 1999 and then returning in 2000 to win the 

clubôs first ever Under 18 Premiership.  

Ray, his wife Mary, his children and now grandchildren are revered within the TVAFNC community.  A 

wonderful role model to players and volunteers alike Ray is the only volunteer to receive life membership at 

both the Tuggeranong Bulldogs and the Tuggeranong Hawks, which is a testament to his dedication and 

commitment.  

On behalf of the entire Tuggeranong Community, Ray thank you for everything you have done and continue 

to do.  
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They say that it takes a village to raise a childé.similarly, it takes a community to build a football club and 

get teams onto the field for a season of footy that stretches from November through to September. 

My first year in the role of Director of Senior Football has certainly opened my eyes to how much work goes 

on behind the scenes to enable our players to participate in the game we all love.  I especially want to thank 

Kellie Hogan, Murray Chynoweth and Kim OôDea who have been so helpful and supportive, and patiently 

responded to all of my stupid questions. 

 

Any season of senior football inevitably brings with it challenges that will test the patience, dedication and 

commitment of everyone at the Club. 

 

The scheduling of games (which in 2023 was determined by the home team, and therefore didnôt fall into a 

consistent pattern) took some getting used to, but we got there in the end. 

 

Whilst our results on the field were not as strong as we would have liked, I am big on the notion of ógreen 

shootsô and looking for positives and the ólittle winsô that we can take out of 2023.  One of the big highlights 

was our Rising Stars Women team qualifying for the finals for the first time in a decade.  Our Womenôs 2ôs 

team was also very competitive and were desperately unlucky to miss out on playing finals and had a 

percentage of 114 which was similar to the team that finished third.  (Congratulations also to Beth Matters for 

being named Womenôs Second Grade Coach of the Year).  The Womenôs 1ôs team played some excellent 

football at different stages and showed they can match it with the best teams in the competition for parts of 

matches, but the next challenge will be to do it for longer.  However, with players such as Chloe Hinde, 

Charlee Cremerius and Kiarna Woolley-Blain, and emerging stars such as Ash Patton, Morgan Stevens and 

Georgia Mayer, the future of womenôs footy at this Club is looking very bright.  In the Menôs space, our 

Community Menôs Div.3 team had a great win against Belconnen and were unlucky to not get wins against 

Eastlake.  Our Menôs 2ôs team were too good for Gungahlin but were very competitive against Eastlake also.  

Our Menôs 1ôs team while not being able to notch up a win this year, were very competitive against 

Gungahlin and were able to reduce the margins considerably, with only two 100+ point losses this year 

compared to ten last yearésee, ógreen shootsô.  I firmly believe competitiveness and then sustained success 

is not far away for this Club. 

 

While we had many milestone games during the year, none were bigger than Kerry Hayes breaking the 

Senior Womenôs Club Games record ï congratulations Kerry, a fantastic effort.  Special mentions also to 

Scott Newhouse for playing his 200th Club game and to Tash Monger and Ben Dixon for passing the 150 

Club game mark.  Plus, Peter (Yoey) Ashcroft managed to break the Menôs Senior Club game recordéevery 

time he played this year (Iôm sure Yoey never gets sick of that joke). 

 

Special thanks to Ray Ghirardello for keeping track of the statistics and milestones which allow us to 

recognise and celebrate the achievements of the players who have been such great servants of our Club. 

 

Like many others, I also want to congratulate Ray on his well-deserved induction into the AFL Canberra Hall 

of Fame this year ï becoming only the fifth Tuggeranong person to do so. 

 

Off the field, this Club is in great shape with a great Board led by Kellie Hogan, and a devoted team of 

coaches and volunteers. 

 

To our Head Coaches Jimmy Rice and Leo Lahey ï thank you for everything you have done for this Club.  I 

have seen first-hand how much of your blood, sweat and tears you have given, and we will always be 

grateful for everything you have done to improve this Club and get it heading in the right direction. 

 

I also want to thank Jesse McPhail for his massive efforts this year in establishing and running our Menôs 

Community Division 3 team.  Jesse had to carry the load single-handedly for most of the year, but he never 

lost his sense of humour, and we are grateful that he was able to give many young (and not-so-young) 

players the opportunity to play footy. 
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Special thanks also to Ricci Miller and Beth Matters for taking on the difficult task of coaching our 2nd Grade 

sides, and for remaining so positive, even when they had to contend with the injuries and unavailability that 

test the depth of our playing list. 

 

I would also like to thank the Assistant Coaches who did a fantastic job this year ï Will Prowse, Kaitlin 

Dobing, Mick Patton, Tia Stevens, Greg Walker, and Sam Robinson. 

 

One area that improved our professionalism this year was our strength and conditioning, and our team of 

physios and trainers.  Sam Robinson and Jarrod Phillips did a mountain of work in S&C for the men and 

women respectively, while Laura King and Matt Moxon from Southside Physio worked well with our trainers 

led by the illustrious Denis Liuzzi, Jarrod Phillips, Ian Knox, and Sean Finn who provided great care and 

attention to our players.  Thanks also to Tony OôDea for assisting with the reporting and monitoring of 

injuries. 

 

A big thank you to all of our team-managers ï Kim OôDea, Chloe Osborne, Murray Chynoweth, Karen 

Donlan, Laura Scheele, Anthony Mayer and Sandy Beggs who did a great job.  In Mens 1ôs, we used 39 

players, in Menôs 2ôs, we used 52 players, in Menôs Div.3, we used 41 players, in Womenôs 1ôs we used 43 

players, in Womenôs 2ôs, we used 51 players, while in Womenôs Rising Stars, we used 37 players ï so thatôs 

a lot of managing to make sure games run smoothly. 

 

A massive thank you to our famous BBQ crew ï Brett Monger, Brad Fox, Craig McLeish, Glenn Symons and 

Ray Ghirardello who managed to keep us fed, hydrated and amused.  Thanks also to Glenn, Ray and 

Murray for organising the line-marking at Greenway. 

 

A big thank you to Jason Kennedy and Geoff Bennett who shared the role of Ground Manager for home 

games.  You guys were great to work with and went above and beyond on several occasions. 

Thanks to our runners, water-runners, scoreboard operators (and problem-solvers), scorers and time-

keepers ï you donôt always get the recognition you deserve, but we are very grateful for everything you do. 

 

Thanks also to everyone responsible for decking out five of our teams in Indigenous jumpers for the Sir Doug 

Nicholls Round. 

 

Thanks to our club and individual player sponsors ï your generosity and support is much-appreciated.  

Special thanks also to our players.  You are the very reason we do all of this, but we thank you for putting in 

the hard-yards during pre-season, for risking injury and putting your bodies on the line.  This year the senior 

playing group showed their willingness to pitch in and give back to the Club by assisting with setting-up and 

packing up Greenway on match days. 

 

Despite limited on-field success in recent years, the Club must be doing something right when players and 

people of the calibre of Kiarna Woolley-Blain, Ethan Bates, Jimmy McIntyre and Ed Collins return to this Club 

after very long periods out of the game due to serious injury.  We, as a Club, never lose sight of the fact that 

our players are our most precious resource.  So, we are grateful that you come back each year, and fingers 

crossed that our off-field success will convert into more on-field success very soon. 

If I have missed thanking anyone who has helped me and more broadly the Club during this season, I 

sincerely apologise, but hopefully we can do it all again next year. 

Paul Hi ghmore
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SENIOR 1 ST GRADE DEBUTS  

Womenõs 1st Grade Debuts  Menõs 1st Grade Debuts  

Ashley Brine Jasmin Le Will Anderson Tom Grace 

Millie Chisholm Georgia Mayer Adam Bennett Evan Hill 

Jorja Cockburn Marni Mulcahy  Josh Brittliff Mitchell Ivey 

Charlee Cremerius Teagan Murphy Tyler Dalmolin Will O'Connor 

Sarah Gurgen Ashley Patton Tyler Donlan Sam Patton 

Darby Hayes Morgan Stevens Sam Emery Jackson Woods 

Chloe Hinde Tahlia Taylor   

Kyra Jackson Sabrina Ting   

Laura Whitfort    

SENIOR MILESTONES  

50 Club Games  Senior Womenõs Club Games Record 
Samantha Lawson Courtney Bacon Kerry Hayes - 232 

Tahlia Taylor Kaitlin Primrose  
Sabrina Sanchez Erin Shute  
Mitchell Thomas   

50 1st Grade Games  150 Club Games  
Stephanie Lahey Natasha Monger 

 Ben Dixon 

100 Club Games  200 Club Games  
Mitch Asher Aaron Ryan Scott Newhouse 

SENIOR DEVELOPMENT PLAYERS

 

U18 Womens  

Ashley Patton (GWS & U18ôs Allies Squad) 
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SENIOR TEAM AWARDS
 

First Grade - Men 

Best And Fairest  
(Bobby Hughes Medal)  

Rhys Mooney 

Runner Up B&F Sam Emery 

Player's Player Rhys Mooney 

Most Consistent Tristan Borghouts 

Coachôs Award 
Ryan Kennedy 
Oliver Synnott 

Best First Year 
Player/Rising Star 

Tyler Donlan 

Most Improved Anthony Marando 

Second Grade - Men 

Best And Fairest  
(Peter Ashcroft Medal) 

Adam Crowther 

Runner Up B&F Anthony Lupton 

Player's Player Anthony Lupton 

Most Consistent Tyler Dalmolin 

Coachôs Award Peter Ashcroft 

Most Improved Lane Tattam 

Third Grade - Men 

Best And Fairest Nick Forester 

Runner Up B&F Seth Welsh 

Player's Player Nick Forester 

Most Consistent Phil McDonald 

Coachôs Award Dion Cannon 

Most Improved Lachlan Manuel 

 

First Grade - Women  

Best And Fairest  
(Dino Benedetti Medal) 

Chloe Hinde 

Runner Up B&F Charlee Cremerius 

Player's Player Chloe Hinde 

Most Consistent Trunisha Patel 

Coachôs Award Nikki Harvey 

Best First Year 
Player/Rising Star 

Ashley Patton 

Most Improved Samantha Lawson 

Second Grade - Women  

Best And Fairest 
(Eugenie Hickey Medal) 

Karen Hill 

Runner Up B&F Marni Mulcahy 

Player's Player Charlie Bartak 

Most Consistent Sam Hennessy 

Coachôs Award Sarah Gurgen 

Most Improved Paris Ahern 

Rising Stars - Women  

Best And Fairest  Ashley Patton 

Runner Up B&F Morgan Stevens 

Player's Player Hannah DeVoy 

Most Consistent Ashley Patton 

Coachôs Award  Millie Chisholm 

Most Improved Maddie Garner 
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SENIOR GAME STAT S 
 

Bacon Courtney 60 

Ahern Paris 37 

Alexander Ruby 12 

Anderson Will 15 

Ashcroft Hayden 49 

Ashcroft Peter 417 

Asher Mitch 107 

Bacon Taylah 84 

Bacon Courtney 60 

Bartak Charlie 12 

Bates Ethan 41 

Bennett Adam 27 

Bennett Rob 17 

Bennie Blake 32 

Bergkotte Bradley 28 

Bernasconi Matt 159 

Boots Mikayla 28 

Borghouts Tristan 38 

Bourke Callan 39 

Bowman Hannah 4 

Bowman Lauren 10 

Brine Ashley 20 

Brine Katrina 11 

Brittliff Josh 12 

Brodrick Chloe 12 

Brown James 145 

Butler-
Woollard Lily 34 

Cannon Dion 81 

Cargill Thomas 34 

Carroll Joseph 30 

Carroll Liam 11 

Carruthers Brad 13 

Carruthers Michael 29 

Channon Matt  120 

Chisholm Millie 34 

Chynoweth Madie 18 

Chynoweth Liam 1 

Clayden Madeleine 10 

Clout Emily 19 

Cockburn Jorja 14 

Collins Ed 33 

Cox Cassidy 21 

Creech Liam 41 

Cremerius Charlee 13 

Crowe Bradley 66 

Crowther Adam 27 

Dalmolin Tyler 26 

Dalmolin Charlotte 3 

Dalwood Alexander 25 

Davey Tara 2 

de Wilt Maarten 12 

DeVoy Hannah 15 

Dixon Ben 156 

Dobing Kaitlin 21 

Donlan Tyler 49 

Donlan Karen 77 

Donlan Stephen 5 

Dunn Joseph 65 

Ellison Adam 70 

Emery Sam 15 

Evans Zac 20 

Fearn Shilna 2 

Fernie Malcolm 145 

Ford Rhiannon 6 

Forester Nick 24 

Fraser Alana 12 

Freedman Stacey 28 

Fuller Justan 36 

Gapp Kirralee 5 

Garner Madeleine 12 

Gentle Milli 15 

Ghirardello Anne-Maree  133 

Ghirardello Kathryn 193 

Grace Tom 21 

Graham Timothy 4 

Granger Will 29 

Gray Logan 103 

Guarino Kylie 3 

Gurgen Sarah 15 

Harvey Nikki 71 

Hayes Darby 11 

Hayes Kerry 232 

Hayes Darby 11 

Hearne Jarrod 29 

Hennessy Samantha 26 

Hill Karen 125 

Hill Evan 35 

Hinde Chloe 10 

Hodge Tom 96 

Howie Paige 20 

Ivey Mitchell 13 



SENIOR PROFILES  

 
23 

 

Jackson Kyra 5 

Jarosz Nicholas 26 

Jenkins Belinda 30 

Jess Tayla 7 

Jones Seamus 6 

Kearney Scarlett 14 

Kennedy Ryan 76 

Kennedy Brad 37 

Kennedy Lachlan 44 

Kickett Jay 304 

Kildey Indiana 10 

Kildey Willow 1 

Knox Angus 9 

Knox Emily 32 

Koutsoupias Steph 45 

Lahey Steph 71 

Larkin Em 49 

Lawson Samantha 62 

Le Jasmin 24 

Leitao Jason 1 

Lewthwaite Hannah 20 

Lindgren Shane 25 

Lupton Anthony 71 

Machin Andrew 9 

Mackay Holly 12 

Magrath Sonya 12 

Mak Josh 21 

Maloney Marc 266 

Manuel Lachlan 6 

Manzoney Claire 44 

Marando Anthony 70 

Matters Beth 95 

Mayer Georgia 22 

Mayer Madison 11 

McCabe James 175 

McDonald Connor 25 

McDonald Phillip 142 

McIntyre Abi 38 

McIntyre James 45 

McKelvie-Hill Lucy 39 

McKelvie-Hill Polly 32 

McNamara Faith 7 

McNamara Hope 6 

McPhail Jesse 173 

Millard Jaymee 2 

Miller Dante 40 

Miller Ricci 219 

Mison Nicole 2 

Mohring Nevayah 9 

Molloy Sam 34 

Monger Natasha 156 

Mooney Rhys 27 

Mulcahy Marni 35 

Murphy Teagan 13 

Newhouse Scott 206 

O'Brien Ciall 47 

O'Connor Will 9 

O'Dea Lucas 17 

Ormazabal Kelsey 5 

Ornsby Daryl 119 

O'Shannassy Cate 13 

Otten Hayley 21 

Packer Eilish 52 

Packer Joseph 17 

Patel Trunisha 37 

Patton Ashley 25 

Patton Sam 35 

Patton Ashley 25 

Patton Kate 10 

Pezzullo Antony 115 

Piercy Anneka 25 

Pilcher Tyler 30 

Primrose Kaitlin 58 

Riley Jayden 39 

Roach Charlotte 48 

Rodway Ange 77 

Rowlands-
Mowle Blake 7 

Ryan Andrew 63 

Ryan Aaron 105 

Said Christina 21 

Sanchez Sabrina 52 

Scott Sally 23 

Shallies Liam 39 

Shelton Bowen 130 

Shute Erin 52 

Single Teigan 49 

Stevens Morgan 8 

Supple Daniel 11 

Symons Ben 170 

Symons Jason 162 

Synnott Oliver 82 

Tattam Lane 13 

Taylor Tahlia 59 

Thomas Mitchell 50 

Thompson Zachary 13 

Ting Sabrina 9 

Tokley Lucy 3 
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Trewartha Sophie 27 

van Bockel Isaac 45 

Ward Brett 123 

Warland Aiden 14 

Webb Peter 120 

Weller-Lewis Rhys 66 

Welsh Seth 29 

Whatman Jake 82 

Whitfort Laura 8 

Woods Jackson 7 

Woolley-
Blain Kiarna 23 

Worner Nikki 13 

Wyeth Layne 12 
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1ST GRADE MENS   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COACHõS REPORT 

The success of a football season is usually determined by the win/loss ratio in the end. It would not be a fair 

indication of the achievement of our senior menôs program and the success cannot be measured solely on 

the score board. Those who are lucky enough to spend time in the inner sanctum of our menôs team can 

attest to the resilience, determination, courage and professionalism of the playing group. To do what they are 

asked to do every week is incredible. They donôt back down; they turn up and do the work. They do this for 

each other and the TVAFNC guernsey. 

 

I am incredibly proud of this group and what they have achieved this season. 

 

They are a group with enormous amounts of talent, who genuinely enjoy the company of each other. This 

has galvanised their bond and has driven their high expectations at games and training and has made this 

club a place to be. 

 

This success off the field WILL translate to success on the field and the players need to continue to believe 

that their desire to succeed takes time and coordinated effort.  

 

Our best is good enough to be in the top four teams in the competition and we showed this on numerous 

occasions through-out the season. 

 

Injury and illness always play a part in football. The depth of our squad was again tested this season. We 

were able to call on players with confidence and select several debutantes this year. Adam Bennett, Tyler 

Dalmolin, Tyler Donlan, Tom Grace, Evan Hill, Sam Patton, Isaac Van Bockel all made their 1st grade debut 

in 2023.  
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Recruitment in the offseason saw us add Josh Brittliff, Same Emery, Mitch Ivey, Will OôConnor, Jackson 

Woods, Jaymee Millard, Angus Knox, Maarten de Wilt and Lane Tattam to our list. They all played their first 

games for the TVAFNC in 2023 and we welcomed back former players Ethan Bates Will Anderson, Logan 

Gray, Josh Mak, and Isaac Van Bockel to the TVAFNC footy club. 

 

Thank you to the assistant coaches, Paul, Steve, Robbo, Ricci and Greg for your unwavering support, footy 

intelligence, and robust discussion. Thank you for continuing the consistent messaging and clear player 

pathway, weôre fortunate to lead this group. We have struck the right balance with this coaching group, and I 

am very grateful for your passion, advice and friendship. 

 

Thank you to Karen and Murray for the mammoth amount of work you do and have done off the field to keep 

us all in line so that we can focus on coaching and the players can focus on playing. 

To the leadership group; as a group you provided relentless support for your teammates. The way each of 

you stood tall at different stages of the season to keep the group together and picked them up week in week 

out is a hard thing to do, and I thank you for that.  Thank you for your input and taking ownership of the team 

with your accountability at selections, and congratulations on the leadership you displayed this year. Having 

the opportunity to continue to develop leaders and young men is a real privilege that will help them and the 

footy club into the future. 

 

To the playing group: Thank you. You did everything we asked of you. I believe you grew as individuals and 

as a group. You challenged each otherôs commitment and established expectations of the group, increased 

the accountability, and had a good time doing it. Thank you for the belief in me and the team vision, I know 

your best is good enough! Our work continues and our expectations of each other continue to grow, next 

year and beyond. 

 

Congratulations to Rhys, and Tristan who made the AFL Canberra Teams of the year for Rising Stars and 

Seniors and to Joey Dunn for his goal of the year. 

 

Thank you to the support staff, those who strapped, ran water, time kept, shuffled magnets and took stats. 

We couldnôt coach or play to the best of our ability without your support and assistance. In particular, Denis, 

Sean, Laura and Matt, Jimmy McIntyre, Steve Donlan, Pete Borghouts, Karen Donlan, Ethan Bates, Nick 

Jarosz, Josh Hogan and Marty and the numerous junior footballers who assisted with water running. 

 

I full faith that the evolving culture of this group will lead them to the success they deserve. Itôs built not 

bought; we will get better together. 

 

See you at the footy 

 

Jimmy  

   



SENIOR PROFILES  

 
27 

 

2ND  GRADE MENS  
 

COACHõS REPORT 

 

2023 was a season of mixed emotions ï anticipation, excitement, disappointment, frustration but mostly a 

sense of pride, particularly with how the group banded together as a unit both on & off the field. At times it 

can be difficult coaching a 2nd Grade side with a regular and high turnover of different players from week to 

week and with 53 different players throughout the year, this season was no exception. With that said, every 

player that played for the 2nd Grade warriors this year all bought into the group camaraderie and gave their 

all for the guernsey & their teammates. 

 

Whilst we didnôt get as many wins as we would have hoped, the lads can be proud of the improvement that 

was made throughout the year, indeed some of the passages of play at various times was fantastic to see. 

Itôs just about making these passages happen more often and for longer periods of time which will turn those 

ñwe got closeò games into wins. 

 

A massive thank you to Greg Walker for being by my side all year, I certainly appreciate your calm influence 

and eye for strategy and tactics ï your knowledge and guidance was a great benefit to the side. Thank you 

to all of our regular volunteers, all the players that were runner or managing the board for us, timekeepers, all 

the water runners especially Cohan Riley and most of all our wonderful manager, the beautiful Lauralie and 

her excellent assistant Quinn Barons. 

 

Lastly, congratulations to all the award winners on a fantastic season. You can all be super proud of the 

season you had. 

 

It was a privilege and an honour to coach & play alongside these mighty warriors who no matter the 

opponent or the result, fought to the end and went out on their shield. 

 

Ricci 

 

 

3RD GRADE MENS  
 

COACHES REPORT  

 

2023 was a bit of a roller coaster ride. Struggling to field a fully fit side each week, but the boys dug deep 

every week, and I couldn't fault their efforts. Each player who came in bought in and enjoyed their time and 

that's what community-grade footy is about. We competed well against the best sides, even sometimes 

without a full squad. We managed to secure a win against our archenemy, Belconnen, which is always good. 

I'm looking forward to next year, and I believe the lads are too. 

 

I'd like to express my gratitude to Dion Cannon, who helped me on game day and also when I couldn't make 

it to the game day presentation. Additionally, I'd like to thank Kellie Hogan, Paul Highmore, and Kim O'Dea 

for all their support throughout the year. 

 

Jesse Mcphail 
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1ST GRADE WOMENS  

COACHõS REPORT 

Our season in 2023 was a little mix-and-match with some really exciting signs and talent emerging and some 

great glimpses of where we can really be at enough to keep some serious excitement around the group and 

for the Club.  We had new players join the senior womenôs and stamp themselves on the competition.  We 

had juniors making their senior debuts and doing amazingly well, and we had some of our players make the 

next step up and really show the benefits of committing to themselves, personal improvement and their 

teammates. 

 

One of the most impressive seasons came from local junior Sam Lawson who was a very deserving winner 

of our Most Improved for season 2023.  Sam has always been a talent, and an amazing young person, 

however this year Sam stood up to become one of our most reliable and dangerous defenders.  It was great 

to see Sam rack up 50 senior games and dominate at Canberraôs highest level.  When Nikki Harvey returned 

this year there was some genuine excitement, however we could not have envisaged Nikki standing out as 

one of our most reliable defenders and as a leader in her own right.  Nikki had an amazing year which was 

recognised with the 2023 Coaches Award, such was her influence on the both the playing and coaching 

groups.  Our Most Consistent was Trunisha Patel who was one of our players who really took a massive step 

forward in 2023.  Trunisha was already a very good player, however 2023 saw her become the first back 

pocket Iôve ever seen tagged such was her ability to influence the game. 

 

Chloe Hind and Charlee Cremerius were two new players to the side this year and what seasons they had!!!  

Chloe was a very deserving winner of our Best and Fairest and Playerôs Player awards dominating 

throughout the season with her electric pace and ability to win the contested ball. 

 

Charlee was Runner-up Best and Fairest and also a deserved winner of the Clubôs Most Courageous Player 

award after a season as essentially the sole ruck option in first grade.  Both Charlee and Chloe have been 

amazing additions to the group both from a playing and cultural perspective and immediately established 

themselves as key members of an exciting group. 

 



SENIOR PROFILES  

 
29 

 

It was also great to see Kiarna Woolley-Blain named in the AFL Canberra Team of the Year in her first year 

back from serious injury in 2022.  Kiarna started forward and was then moved to centre half back where she 

dominated and eventually saw her named in the TOTY back line. 

 

With nine Rising Stars Womenôs players playing first grade in 2023 it is exciting to think what the years 

ahead could be.  Charlotte Roach and Erin Shute continued their first-grade experience doing very well when 

available.  Millie Chisholm, Ash Patton, Georgia Mayer, Darby Hayes, Ash Brine, Morgan Stevens and 

Jasmin Le all made their first-grade debuts and did amazingly well.  All have come up through the ranks of 

our juniors, even Darby who has been driving up from Tathra for about four years to have a game when 

sheôs not dominating for the Sea Eagles back home.  It was great to see Millie Chisholm make her first-grade 

debut after two years of driving in from Wagga every week to player Rising Stars.  It was especially exciting 

to see Ash P and Ash B, Georgia, Morgs and Jaz make their debuts.  These kids have worn the red, white 

and blue since the amalgamation and represent the future of womenôs footy in the Valley and wowwee can 

all these kids play!!!  The older players absolutely loved seeing the kids come through and canôt wait for 

preseason to begin (so Iôm told!!). 

 

It has taken while to reap the benefits of the amalgamation in 2020 but this year gave us a real good look at 

what having a stable, supportive, developmental pathway for our youth girls looks like. 

 

I want to thank all of the people who brought this together in 2023.  The TVAFNC Board, led brilliantly by 

Kellie Hogan and Luke Jess, all of our sponsors, especially the Canberra Southern Cross Club, MW 

Plumbing, McIntyre Property, Procurement Professionals and Keane Consulting.  All of the player sponsors 

that supported our players, all of our players who travelled from far and abroad to represent the Valley, 

especially Sally Scott who often drove in from Wagga on a Thursday to train with the group as well.  I 

especially want to thank all of the coaches across the senior program.  In the first grade I canôt thank Will 

Prowse and Kaitlin ñHarryò Dobing enough.  Both were amazing all year, and even after Harry suffered a 

catastrophic ACL injury in round one, she still gave of her time to the group and myself.  It was also great to 

have Mick Patton join the group where he could, and finally Beth Matters who was quite deservedly 

recognised as the Second Grade Womenôs Coach of the Year at the AFL Canberra awards.  You are all 

simply the very best group to work with. 

 

I would also like to thank Kim OôDea as Team Manager.  It is a tireless and thankless job, but we all 

appreciate your efforts in getting the team sorted and ready to do battle.  To our medical staff, Laura King, 

Matt Moxon, Denis Liuzzi and Ian Knox ï you guys are superstars.  It is critical for any senior sports program 

that wants to be taken seriously to be well supported by a strong medical program and we could not have 

asked for better with all of you.  In that same vein I would like to give my final thanks to Jarrod ñSauceò 

Philips as our High Performance and sports trainer for 2023.  Sauce has been an exceptional addition to the 

senior womenôs program, and we are all keen to see how hard he drives our 2024 program and beyond. 

 

One of the most deserving recognitions that occurred this year was Natasha Monger being awarded the 

Clubôs Patrons Award for 2023.  This is the most prestigious recognition at the Club recognising 

extraordinary contribution to every aspect of the Club and for Tash to receive such recognition was 

brilliant.  Tash has been at the epicentre of every positive initiative at Tuggeranong for a while now but 2023 

was amazing.  A hardened footballer, gun netballer, mad tik-toker (what ever that is!), indefatigable spirit and 

beautiful soul, Tash has been amazing.  Well done Tash!! 

 

A final thank you to our first-grade womenôs leadership team of Kathryn Ghirardello, Taylah Bacon and 

Stephanie Lahey.  You are three of the very best humans anyone could want to meet and have led the team 

brilliantly throughout the year.  Thank you so much!!! 

 

Take care everyone and we will see you all in preseason!!! 

 

Cheers 

Leo
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2ND  GRADE WOMENS  
 

COACHõS REPORT 

 

This year has been one of the most enjoyable seasons Iôve ever been a part of, despite narrowly missing out 

on finals, there are so many positives to reflect on. We have proven that when we play our best footy, we can 

beat anyone on any given day, which is exactly what we did. We beat every team in the competition, 

including the minor premiers Queanbeyan and the eventual premiers, Ainslie. We can take a lot of self-belief 

and confidence out of our ability to win games, particularly when it was close, and our backs were against 

the wall. While missing finals was a bitter pill to swallow, we will be better for the experience, and we will 

continue to build on our brand of hard contested footy and selfless play. I am immensely proud of the teamôs 

desire to continually improve and get the most out of themselves and each other. 

 

Some of the yearôs highlights include Kerry Hayes breaking the all-time Womenôs club record with 232 

games. Well done Kez on this great achievement. We welcomed back some club legends, including Karen 

Hill, who went on to win the Eugenie Hickey Best and Fairest medal. To everyone who made sacrifices and 

juggled other competing priorities, including family, studies and work, thank you for turning up and putting 

your body on the line for this mighty club. 

 

Special thank you to Chloe Osborne (manager), Nathan Osborne (interchange steward and husband 

extraordinaire) and the coaching staff in Leo Lahey, Will Prowse, Jarrod Phillips, Kaitlin Dobing, Mick Patton 

and Tia Stevens. A special shout out to Nikki Harvey and Lucy McKelvie-Hill for doing the rotations with such 

precision and enthusiasm. Thanks Dennis Luizzi, Laura King and Matt Moxon for your ongoing care and 

diligence in keeping our bodies ticking over. Thanks to the leadership group for sharing the load and always 

putting the team first. To anyone who ran messages and water, you are legends, yes Alana Fraser, this 

includes you!! Thanks to my amazing mentors Tash Monger, Kat Ghirardello, Courtney Bacon and Kylie 

Guarino, for your support, wisdom and for always putting a smile on my face when I needed it most. Last but 

not least, thank you to those opposing club coaches who voted me óAFL Canberra Womenôs Second Grade 

coach of the yearô. I am so humbled and honoured to be recognised by my peers for this award in what was 

my first year as Player Coach. 

Beth Matters  
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RISING STARS WOMENS  

COACHõS REPORT 

This season was a very exciting step forwards for both the Rising Stars Womenôs program and the Club as a 

whole.  The Club, and the competition, got a front row look to some of the most exciting talent coming 

through the program and also some of the most club-oriented juniors soon to graduate into the senior 

program.  This all culminated in the first finals appearance for a Tuggeranong Valley Rising Stars Womenôs 

team in over a decade and, despite not going deep into the finals, I donôt think anyone could argue that the 

future look truly bright in our womenôs program. 

 

The players however were not the only exciting evolution in the Rising Stars Womenôs space, we also saw 

significantly more involvement in supporting the side in 2023 with Tia Stevens and Mick Patton joining the 

coaching group, alongside Anthony Mayer as Team Manager and Ian Knox continuing his commitment to the 

program doing a great job as sports trainer and first aid for the season.  It was so great to be able to work 

alongside all of these amazing people and I know I, the Club and all of the players were much better for their 

involvement.  Tia and Patto also coached the Under 16 girls for the season, culminating in a well-earned 

premiership with many of those girls playing up in Rising Stars throughout the year. 

 

We welcomed some new faces to the group this year with one of those, Maddie Garner, capping off a great 

first season being recognised as our Most Improved Player by seasons end.  Maddie was completely brand 

new to the game but by seasons end had become one of our most reliable players running out games on the 

wing with fierce competitiveness.  For the second year in a row the Coaches Award went to Millie Chisholm 

who was simply amazing all year.  Millie epitomises everything coaches look for ï constantly seeking to 

improve; seeking, and listening to, feedback; embracing challenges and hardship; supporting teammates; 

and, simply doing everything in their power to get better.  Great year Millie.  Finally, our Most Consistent 

went to Ash Brine.  Ash started the year without any intention of playing football, however ended the year as 

our most consistent player, a key leader within the group and with a number of senior games under her belt, 

including getting a thoroughly well-deserved first grade debut.  You had an amazing year, Ash!! 

 

Playerôs Player went to Hannah DeVoy.  Hannah came into the year uncertain about what the season might 

look like, and battled through injury for parts of the season, however managed to get a roll on towards the 

end of the year and we got a real insight into just how good this kid can be.  It was great to see Hannah 

rewarded for a great year.  Our Runner Up Best & Fairest quite literally could not have done much more in a 

season ï Captained her State; Led ACT U15 Schoolgirls to their first win ever at national level, and then their 

second; selected as All-Australian; made her first-grade debut; dominated Giants Academy; the list quite 

literally goes on and on.  Morgan had a great year, despite missing the first part of the season through injury.  

It was an amazing season for Morgs but what stands out for me is that Morgan strives not only to make 

herself better and improve all the time, however she commits to her teammates and Club constantly 

supporting those around her.  Well done, Morgs!! 

 

Finally, our Best and Fairest had a season that defies most descriptions.  Through an amazing Giants 

Academy campaign, to her first-grade debut/season where she starred, to playing for the Australian Womens 

Diamonds Baseball team in Canada in the world cup qualifiers, Ash Patton was simply a star.  Again 

however, it was not just her on field displays that were impressive.  When Ash couldnôt play because of being 

selected for Allies or Australia, she would turn up to every game and run water or messages out to her 

teammates or take their warm-ups and make sure everyone was ready to go.  We are only at the very start 

of the journey with these kids and Ashôs journey with footy (or baseball) in hand looks like itôll be an exciting 

one.  Great season Ash!! 
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Ash, Morgan and Georgia Mayer were also recognised at competition level with their selections in the AFL 

Canberra Rising Stars Women Team of the Year.  All three had magnificent years with Georgia bursting on 

to the scene and becoming a very consistent high performer in first grade womens throughout the year. 

 

It was exciting to see so many of our Rising Stars Womenôs players playing senior footy as well in 2023.  We 

had nine RSW eligible players play first grade with ñveteransò Charlotte Roach and Erin Shute playing the 

season out in seniors, however we also saw First Grade debuts go to Millie Chisholm, who not only debuted 

and then played 7 games, but also played 8 second grade womenôs games (WOW!!).  Ash Patton, Georgia 

Mayer, Darby Hayes, Ash Brine, Morgan Stevens and Jasmin Le all made their first-grade debuts and did 

amazingly well.  Additionally, Emily Knox, Neveah Mohring, Chrstina Said, Hannah DeVoy and Hannah 

Lewthwaite all made their senior debuts in the second-grade womenôs competition and showed that they 

were very much in contention to make their first grade debuts in 2024 if they want it. 

 

It has taken while to reap the benefits of the amalgamation in 2020 but this year gave us a real good look at 

what having a stable, supportive, developmental pathway for our youth girls looks like.  There is probably two 

more years to come with bringing players through, however if you had the chance to get to see some of our 

youngsters getting around this year you will know why I am so bullish on the pathway for the years to come. 

 

I would like to finish by saying a massive thank you to everyone that helped out throughout the season in 

even the smallest way.  You are all amazing and we hope to see you all next year!!! 

 

Cheers 

Leo 
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What a season 2023 was, no covid, no wash outs, no home ground base for the start of the season but lots 

of fun! 

 

Before our season could even get started, we were devastated with news that our junior club home base 

shed at Gordon ovals had been struck by vandalism and we had lost all our equipment and uniforms in a fire. 

With the support of many generous donations, and some hard work to identify what was lost, the board were 

put to work in our off season to start replacing everything. We thankfully were able to replace most of our 

equipment in time to start with an amazing meet and greet with AFL GWS players and our season launch. 

We then headed into our season all prepared.  

 

This year we entered 19 junior teams into the competition. We had teams in age groups from Auskick Proôs 

to U16 girls. With another great season completed, we had 6 of these teamôs progress through to the finals. 

Well done to all these teams, it is an achievement to make finals and you should be very proud of 

yourselves. 

 

We got to show just how strong Valley football is when in front of all our TVAFNC families, friends, and 

supporters the U11 Red, U14 Blue and U16 Girls competed in the Grand Finals. All these teams represented 

our club with pride and passion, and I would like to congratulate you all for a fantastic season. 

 

I would like to extend a special congratulations to the U16 Girls. The girls took to the field against strong 

competitors in Queanbeyan Tigers, you showed your skills, teamwork, and determination to come away with 

a win and bringing home both the minor premiership and premiership pennants for 2023. 

CONGRATULATIONS, I look forward to watching you all continue with your amazing football journeys. 

 

I would like to acknowledge and congratulate our League Best and Fairest winners, Jesse Borghouts in U15 

Boys and joint winners Aiden Henderson and Isaac Owusu in U14 Mixed. This is a huge achievement across 

2 very competitive age groups. We have many talented players in our club, for their outstanding 

achievements this year we have awarded Aiden Henderson and Morgan Stevens as our Players of the Year. 

Congratulations to you both for a fantastic 2023 season. Last but not least, congratulations to Quinn Barons, 

the recipient of the Ash Taylor Junior Encouragement award. Your contribution as a player in the U16 girls, 

assisting as team manager of the second-grade team and helping to coach the U9s you have demonstrated 

your maturity as a young player in our club. I hope you continue to extend yourself and share your passion 

for AFL with our community. 

 

This year we continued our focus on having our Juniors and Seniors coming together by having our junior 

teams attend the Senior club Saturday night presentations. Again, this was a hit for our junior players. 

Getting a chance to interact with the Senior players, hear about their game day achievements and share a 

meal has our Juniors very excited about their pathway into Senior football. We even made a few our Senior 

players feel like celebrities when some our U10 players had a meet and greet session and asked for photos 

and signatures from the players. Iôm not sure whose smiles were bigger! This relationship building is key to 

our pathway into Senior football and will continue to be a high priority moving into 2024. 

 

I would like to say a very big THANK YOU to all our amazing Coaches, Managers and Volunteers for your 

support. I cannot thank you all enough for your time, effort, love of the game and this club. Your support to 

ensure our players can take to the field each week is greatly appreciated. Whether you are a Runner, Water 

Runner, First Aid Officer, Timekeeper, Goal Umpire, Field Umpire, Fruit Cutter, or Guernsey Washer, we all 

thank you very much. 
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Our Ray Ghirardello Coaches Award recipient, Peter Ashcroft, is a coach that has shown his dedication and 

commitment to many players over the years. From Auskickers through to Senior players, Pete, has had an 

impact by training and developing these players, passing on his own skills and love for the game. 

Congratulations on this fantastic recognition. 

 

Volunteers are the foundation of our club, and I would like to congratulate and thank our recipients of our 

junior club volunteer awards. Ben Lehmann as the Junior Club person of the Year, and Gary Searle as the 

Matheson Memorial, Junior Volunteer Service Award. You have both supported our club for many years in 

various roles but this year, your support on game day BBQs has been greatly appreciated so thank you 

again. 

 

To our players, I cannot say thank you enough for getting your boots on, mouth guards out and proudly 

wearing the TVAFNC uniform each week. From our youngest members to our oldest, I hope 2023 saw you 

enjoy the game, make long lasting friendships and that you are ready to come back in 2024. Next season is 

set to be another fabulous one and I look forward to seeing TVAFNC continue to grow and strengthen as a 

club. 

Amanda Lowes  
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JUNIOR MILESTONES  

50 Games 150 Games 
Lawson Dickson Benji Lowes Chelsea Hogan 
Daemon Birch Bridget OôShannassy  
Olli Carswell Mitchel Crosby  
Jaxon Kickett Min van Campenhout  
Ollie Williams Jack Staite  

Fraser Henderson Hudson Wundersitz  
Zachary Kimball Louis Edwards  

Logan Rasmussen Reid Stewart  
Myles Robinson Oscar Zacny  

Ben Rohan Jarrah Lancarter  
Riley Burbidge Bailey Emblen  
Liam Stefanuti Margaret Basilisco  
Lilly Stephan Charly Watson  
Layla White Annaliese Perry  

Sophie Patron Reina Fearn  
Mia Terry Marcus Turtle  

Owen McAlister Rylan Travers  
Riley Watson   

100 Games 200 Games 
Nicholas Masters Sam Whyte  

Bayley Morton Nate Coleman  
Ryder Anesbury Nik Dokonal  

Bruno Grzegorzewski Bella Broderick  
Cooper Lowes   

JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT PLAYER

U16 Girls  

Morgan Stevens (All Australian, ACT School 

Sports, GWS development & invited GWS 

Academy Player) 

Indiana Kildey (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Kate Patton (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Alana Fraser (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Katrina Brine (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Tayla Jess (ACT School Sports) 

Lucy Tokley (GWS) 

Madison Mayer (ACT School Sports) 

 

U15 Boys 

Jesse Borghouts (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Jack Reilly (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Xavier Govan (GWS) 

Ash McLean (GWS) 

Stuart Reichstein (GWS) 

Jack Miels-Barrett (GWS) 

 

 

 

U14 Boys 

Aiden Henderson (ACT School Sports/GWS) 

Riley Masters (ACT School Sports/GWS) 

Bayley Morton (GWS) 

Zac Owen (GWS) 

Liam Stefanuti (GWS) 

Isaac Cooper (GWS) 

Nate Coleman (GWS) 

Lukas Severa (GWS) 

Haydn Janek (GWS) 

Blake Kearney (GWS) 

Sam Whyte (GWS) 
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U14 Girls  

Margaret Basilisco (GWS) 

Bella Broderick (GWS) 

Grace Davidson (GWS) 

Tia Herbez (GWS) 

Chelsea (GWS) 

Kildey Willow (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Milla Knox (GWS) 

Jade McPherson (GWS) 

Lilly Stephan (GWS) 

Charly Watson (GWS) 

Tia Galea (GWS) 

U13 Boys 

Darcy Borghouts (GWS) 

Zachary Dalmolin (GWS) 

Fraser Henderson (GWS 

Lucas Herbetz (GWS) 

Nicholas Masters (GWS) 

James Rice (GWS) 

Ruben Hines (GWS) 

Miller Woodward (GWS) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U13 Girls  

Emma Deakin (ACT School Sports) 

Darcie Kickett (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Hayley Merriman (ACT School Sports) 

Sophie Patron (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

U12 Girls  

Sophie Patron (ACT School Sports & GWS) Mana 

Robinson (GWS) 

U12 Boys 

Ali Aslan (GWS) 

William Crick (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Fraser Henderson (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Jospeh Rutten (ACT School Sports & GWS) 

Lewis Rice (ACT School Sports) 
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JUNIOR TEAM AWARDS

16 Girls  

Best And Fairest (Jo and 
Greg Lewis Trophy) 

Alana Fraser 

Runner Up B&F Morgan Stevens 

Player's Player Alana Fraser 

Team Player of the Year Katrina Brine 

Coachôs Award Georgie Cooper 

Most Improved Indi Kildey 

Player of the finals Alana Fraser 

15 Boys 

Best And Fairest Jesse Borghouts 

Runner Up B&F Stuart Reichstein 

Player's Player Jesse Borghouts 

Team Player of the Year Jack Reilly 

Coachôs Award 
Ash McLean & 
Ryan Geerdink 

Most Improved Nathan Matthews 

14 Girls  

Best And Fairest Milla Knox 

Runner Up B&F Jade McPherson 

Team Player of the Year Chelsea Hogan 

Coachôs Award Mariella Vigar 

Most Improved Ruby Yazici 

14s Mixed Red  

Best And Fairest Aiden Henderson 

Runner Up B&F Riley Masters 

Team Player of the Year Bayley Morton 

Coachôs Award Zac Owen 

Most Improved Riley Burbidge 

Player of the finals James Rice 

14s Mixed Blue  

Best And Fairest Blake Kearney 

Runner Up B&F Lukas Severa 

Team Player of the Year Isaac Owusu 

Coachôs Award Liam Stefanuti 

Most Improved Cooper Aiken 

  

  

13s Mixed  

Best And Fairest Darcy Borghouts 

Runner Up B&F Nicholas Masters 

Team Player of the Year Ewan Baker 

Coachôs Award Jacob McNamara 

Most Improved Jaxon Kickett 

  

  

  

12 Girls  

Best And Fairest Sophie Patron 

Runner Up B&F Billie Morton 

Team Player of the Year Hayley Merriman 

Coachôs Award Addison Sturzaker 

Most Improved Aislinn O'Dwyer 

  
  

12s Mixed 

Best And Fairest 
(Michael Jones Trophy) Fraser Henderson 

Runner Up B&F Ali Aslan 

Team Player of the Year William Crick 

Coachôs Award Chops Thomas 

Most Improved James Rootes 

11s Mixed Red 

Best And Fairest Lewis Rice 

Runner Up B&F Jack Staite 

Team Player of the Year Mitchell Crosby 

Coachôs Award Jack Staite 

Most Improved Carter Ramsden 

Player of the finals Nixon Dean 

11s Mixed Blue  

Best And Fairest Blake Wickson 

Runner Up B&F Jordyn Lea 

Team Player of the Year Harry Grimm 

Coachôs Award Riley Watson 

Most Improved Blake Wickson 
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10 Girls  

Team Player of the Year Isla Kearney 

Coachôs Award Evelyn Pollard 

Most Improved Sophie Williams 

10s Mixed Red 

Team Player of the Year Oliver Greaney 

Coachôs Award Benjamin Barrett 

Most Improved Flynn Douglas 

10s Mixed Blue  

Team Player of the Year Alexander Turner 

Coachôs Award Toby Ellis 

Most Improved Caitlin Sommer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Auskick Pros Gold  

Coachôs Award Logan Smith 

Most Improved 
Violette Munchow-
Hogan 

Auskick Pros Red  

Coachôs Award Thomas Adamaitys 

Most Improved Liam Rogers 

Auskick Pros White  

Coachôs Award Solomon Brown 

Most Improved Joshua Schofield 

Auskick Pros Blue  

Coachôs Award Lachlan Staite  

Most Improved Mitchell Ashcroft  

9s Mixed Red 

Team Player of the Year Jayden Buchi 

Coachôs Award Sam Maiden 

Most Improved Jasper Phillips 

9s Mixed Blue  

Team Player of the Year Noah Owusu 

Coachôs Award Eli Scheeren 

Most Improved Ekam Singh 
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B Ewan Baker (U13ôs) Lachlan Searle (U15 Boyôs) James Rice (U14ôs Red) 

 

HB Darcy Borghouts (U13ôs) Nicholas Masters (14ôs Red) Aiden Henderson (U14ôs Red) 

 

C Joseph Rutten (U12ôs) Blake Wickson (U11ôs Blue) Cooper Lowes (U15 Boyôs) 

 

F Lois Scheeren (U11ôs Blue) Thomas Farrer (U11ôs Blue) Herry Grimm (U11ôs Blue) 

 

Interchange 

Mana Robinson (U12ôs) 

Riley Masters (U14ôs Red) 

Bayley Morton (U14ôs Red) 

Fraser Henderson (U12ôs) 
 

Followers 

Jordyn Lea (Rover) (U11ôs Blue) 

Jesse Borghouts (Ruck Rover) (U15 Boyôs) 

Declan Clowry (Ruck) (U14ôs Red) 
 

HF Jaxon Kickett (U13ôs) Stuart Reichstein (U15 Boyôs) William Crick (U12ôs) 

 

Coach: 

Mark Woodward & 

Jimmy  Rice 

 

JUNIOR MALE  

TEAM  OF THE  

YEAR 
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B Jade McPherson (U14 Girls) Madison Mayer (U16 Girls) Chelsea Hogan (U14 Girls) 

 

HB Hayley Merriman (U12 Girls) Morgan Stevens (U16 Girls) Reina Fearn (U12 Girls) 

 

C Alana Fraser (U16 Girls) Indi Kidley (U16 Girls) Billie Morton (U12 Girls) 

 

F Willow Kidley (U14 Girls) Tayla Jess (U16 Girls) Isla Pfeiffer (U14 Girls) 

 

Interchange 

Karli Jess (U12 Girls) 

Tia Herberz (U14 Girls) 
 

Followers 

Sophie Patron (Rover) (U12 Girls) 

Katrina Brince (Ruck Rover) (U16 Girls) 

Emma Deakin (Ruck) (U12 Girls) 
 

HF Milla Knox (U14 Girls) Kate Patton (U16 Girls) Darcie Kickett (U12 Girls) 

 

Coach: 

Matt Knox  

JUNIOR FEMALE  

TEAM OF THE  

YEAR 
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16 GIRLS  

 

COACHõS REPORT 

Congratulations to the U16 Girls team who had a fantastic season, showcased through the girls playing an awesome 

game against Queanbeyan to win this yearôs Canberra U16G AFLW Grand Final. This was the result of a great year that 

included finishing minor premiers with 9 wins and 3 losses, a fantastic achievement which you all should be proud of. 

 

This year's group of over 30 girls worked hard at training on skills, fitness and most importantly teamwork. This hard work 

was on display in the grand final win over Queanbeyan by 5 points. Our team motto was ñ#Wenotmeò and each player 

showed that on the big day.  

 

The club also put a lot of effort into the transition from 16s into the senior ranks and we had many players play up in the 

rising stars team and some in the senior grades. It was very pleasing to see several u16s players on a regular basis at 

the optional 2nd training with the senior squad on a Thursday night. I know the senior women's group are excited to see 

the junior talent coming along and enjoyed training alongside of them each week.  

We also had six players represent the ACT in the u15s school sports carnival at Ballarat, they all did the club, the state 

and themselves proud. 

 

As with any season, there are a lot of thankyous. Firstly, a big shout out to the team sponsor Lanyon Pharmacy. A big 

thank you also to all of our parents for helping create a great team atmosphere and stepping in to help when ever 

needed. A special mention to our volunteers that helped out every week, Claire Manzoney, Ricci Miller, Ian Barons, 

Shayne & Jack Welsh, Scott Kildey, Scott Glover and Jacob McNamara 

 

A massive thanks to Tia and Dale for helping me out with the coaching this season. It was great working with and 

learning off you guys. We had lots of fun and I look forward to working with you guys again. 

 

Thanks to Leo, our Head of the womenôs AFL program, for helping with the group throughout the year. It was great to 

pick your brain about players and game situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JUNIOR PROFILES  

 
42 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to Laura Scheele for being the best team manager again (5 years in a row now) and doing all the admin 

things behind the scenes so that all we had to do was concentrate on coaching the girls each week. 

 

Finally, but not least, a big thank you to the TVAFNC board for another great season of Valley Football. 

 

Once again, congratulations to all the girls on their achievements throughout the 2023 season. I look forward to seeing 

you all in 2024 and canôt wait to see what our girls can do next season! 

Mick , Tia and Dale  
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16 GIRLS PLAYER PROFILES

 

Quinn Barons     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 73 
Quinn had a great season being one of our tall forwards. Her attack at the ball and determination in packs was fierce but 

unfortunately a few head knocks and injuries saw her game time limited this season. Quinn also helped coach the u9ôs 

this year and co-managed the 2nd grade menôs team giving back to the club off the field. Excited to see what Quinn can 

do injury free year in 2024. 

 

Xanthe Barons     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 72 
Xanthe again had a stellar season. Not many players have the versatility to play backs, mids and forwards but Xanthe 

showed just how itôs done. Her contested ball work and kicking continued to improve this year and her determine to play 

on (even through injury in the semifinal) shows what a force she is and hopefully will continue to be for the Valley. 

 

Katrina Brine      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 158 
Kat had a sensational season. Her intensity at the ball and hard tackling gave the team exceptional movement all across 

the field. A coaches delight as Kat can play anywhere on the field. She also represented the Valley through being a part 

of the GWS development squad and through being a part of the history making ACT school sports u15 team and was a 

key player in our RSW team. 

 

Chantel Burnett     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 21 
One of our dual netball/football athletes in her second year of AFL Channy had a solid season.  Her attacking speed 

made her a strong option on the wing and up forward and when she masters game positioning, she will be a weapon in 

years to come. 

 

Hannah Bowman     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 43 
Donôt let this kid fool you. One of the quieter girls off the field Hannah is a weapon on the field. She is one of our key 

tagging defenders who shuts down who ever she is playing against. Her repeat efforts are one of the best on the team 

and was another reason we also saw her play up in our Rising Stars Women (RSW) team. 

 

Lauren Bowman     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 66 
Loz showed us this year not only is she one of our key defenders but can also be dangerous up forward. She has had a 

niggling calf injury all year, but this hasnôt stopped her having a solid season in u16ôs and also playing up in RSW. 

Excited to see her continue to develop in RSW next year. 

 

Georgie Cooper     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 43 
Georgieôs skills have grown so much over the year making her one of key wingers due to her fast run and clean ball 

skills. Once she masters her kicking on the run there will be no stopping her. Her commitment at training to improve her 

skills has made her a dream to coach with a fractured finger the only reason she missed a couple of games this season. 

 

Charlotte Dalmolin     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 49 
One of the few players to play every game this season Charlie showed us she can be one of our strong defenders. Her 

attack and quick kick out of our back line one of her weapons. She was another of our players who was selected to play 

up in our RSW this year. If Charlie can get through training consistently without injury, she will be a dominating player. 

 

Tara Davey      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 14 
Tara joined us a little late in the season but quickly solidified herself as one of our key forward targets and one of our 

rotating rucks. Tara showed her strong body work in packs and further focus on her ability to take contested marks will 

make her a weapon around the field. Tara was also invited to play up in RSW this year, but her game time was limited 

due to basketball commitments. 

 

Tully Devoy      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 49 
Unfortunately Tully only managed a couple of games this year but showed she is a strong option up forward kicking a 

goal in one of those games. We hope to see Tully back at the club for a full season next year so we can see her reach 

her full football potential. 
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Shiina Fearn      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 11 
Another of our players who joined us partway through the season Shiina became one of our utility players who we could 

place all across the field. As one of our longest playing athletes we are keen to see what Shiina can do when she is fully 

focused on improving her football skills. 

 

Alana Fraser      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 66 
Lans had her best season yet. Her development and willingness to grow her skills showed on the field both in u16s and 

playing up in RSW. Lans also represented the Valley being a part of the GWS development squad and school sports 

state representative team. If Lans continues to work on her consistency in attacking the ball she will reach her dream of 

playing 1st grade in years to come. 

 

Ava Glover      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 14 
Ava definitely didnôt have a season expected of a first-year player. She looked right at home with her ground ball work 

and quick ball movement. We are very excited to see Avaôs development in her second year where she can continue to 

hone her kicking and contested skills. 

 

Tayla Jess      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 81 
Tayla has a strong season playing u16s, being a part of the school sports team and being invited to play up in the RSW 

team. When focused Tayla is one of the leagueôs best players. She has been working hard with her Dad to improve her 

kicking technique and if she continues honing her craft and her focus, she will become the elite footballer we know she is 

capable of being. 

 

Caitlin Jorritsma     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 19 
As one of our second-year players Caitlin has continued to really focus on improving her skills seeking regular feedback 

from the coaches. This translated onto the field throughout the year, and we hope to see Caitlin back in 2024 so she can 

continue to build her confidence as a footballer. 

 

Zoe Keen      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 67 
Zoe had an interrupted season but when available was a strong attacking footballer in our forward line. We hope to see 

Zoe back in 2024 so she can continue to develop her confidence and kicking on the run skills. 

 

Indiana Kildey     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 23 
What an incredible second year of footy for Indi. One of our strongest mids and tagging players who gives the team vital 

clearance out of the mids. She played up in RSW, represented the club in school sports and GWS and is one of our dual 

club football/netballers. We encourage Indi to work on protecting her head in packs so she can continue to dominate for 

years to come. 

 

Madison Mayer     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 96 
Madi had another excellent season as one of our strongest players in the mids and backs. Her contested footy is one of 

the best in the team and was one of the reasons she was invited up to play RSW this season. Madi just missed out on 

representing the club at SSACT but has represented the club all year as a league umpire. The coaches are excited to 

see Madi continue to develop in 2024. 

 

Faith McNamara     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 71 
What a year for Faith as our leading goal kicker for the team with 18 goals for the season. Although she started the year 

with a serios injury which saw her sidelined, Faith has since worked hard all season on being a dangerous forward. This 

strength saw her being invited up to play RSW this season. We are excited to see what Faith will achieve in RSW next 

year. 

 

Hope McNamara     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 96 
Another one of our players who has played every game this season Hope had been elite as our last line of defence. Her 

ability to read and clear the ball has saved the team from multiple goals throughout the season. It also saw her invited up 

to play in the RSW this year. Hope will be a player to watch in years to come. 
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Kiara Miller      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 143 
KiKi again showed why she is our starting Ruck this season. Her ability to win the tap, contest the body and give her all 

time and time again was on full show this season, right up until her season ending injury just before finals. KiKi continued 

to support her team and help coach the u9ôs and co-manage the 2nd grade menôs team all season despite the injury. A 

true asset to our club. 

 

Amelia Naughton     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 25 
As one of our second-year players Milly really improved her confidence and skills making her one of our strong forwards. 

Her improvement in taking a contested mark and kicking to a target being highlights for the season. Juggling 

representative basketball and football saw Milly miss a few games throughout the season but we look forward to seeing 

her continue to develop in 2024. 

 

Bridget OôShannassy    Total Games at end of 2023 ï 56 
This season saw Bridget play her 50th game and kick her first career goal. Although very quiet on and off the field Bridget 

worked hard all season to improve her ball movement as one of our key forward crumbers. If Bridget can find her voice 

and build her confidence, she will be a weapon for years to come. 

 

Kelsey Ormazabel     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 3 
Kelsey joined late in the season playing up in the RSW and helping out in u16s. Her tackling skills are her strongest 

asset and continued to improve with each game. With a full preseason and commitment to training Kelsey could be one 

of our key players in years to come. 

 

Kate Patton      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 120 
As one of our dual netball/football athletes Kate had an interrupted season but still made her presence known when she 

did take the field. Her hard contested footy and tackling are one of her strongest weapons despite being one of the 

youngest on the team. Itôs also what secured herself a position playing up in the u15 SSACT team and also the RSW. 

Kate is one to watch in future years. 

 

Georgia Ryan      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 40 
Georgia had a solid season playing as one of our key wings all year. Another one of our players who when focused can 

be a dominating force on the field. Looking forward to seeing what Georgia can achieve if she makes it consistently 

through training without injury. 

 

Lucy Tokley      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 45 
Lucy has had a fantastic season being one of three girls to have played every game this year. Lucy is developing as a 

strong option up forward who can also play in the backs due to her strong clearing defensive play. As a member of the 

GWS development squad and getting the opportunity to play in RSW it is clear that Lucy is on the path to becoming a 

strong senior footballer. 

 

Ava Trimper      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 47 
Ava played limited games this year due to competing kick off times to another footy code we wonôt mention. When able 

to play Ava showed off her fierce tackling skills and her donôt give up attitude with multiple repeat efforts. Sadly, Ava and 

her sister Savanna missed the GF due to relocating to Canada for the rest of the year. We look forward to having her 

back fulltime in 2024. 

 

Savanna Trimper     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 30 
Savvy also had an interrupted season due to playing in two codes of footy on the same day. When available Savvy 

brought much needed strength to our back six playing hard tackling footy and quick clearing kicks out of defence. We 

wish her and Ava well for their Canadian adventure and hope they both return to the club full time in 2024. 

 

Morgan Stevens     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 70 
Morgan had an exceptional year of footy despite battling injury and illness. 2023 saw her captain the u15 school state 

team, continue as GWS development squad player and be invited to play up in the GWS Academy, RSW and also make 

her first-grade debut as a 14-year-old. Despite all of this her pinnacle was being selected in the u15s All Australian team. 

Look out AFLW. 
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Olivia Wellington     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 6 
Olivia only managed to take the field once this year with the team in our first game of the season and showed she is an 

up-and-coming footballer. We hope to see her re-join in 2024 for a full season with the club. 

 

Emily Welsh      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 40 
Another one of our youngest players Emily continued to improve her football craft as one of our forwards. This year saw 

Emily kick two goals for the season and showed signs of building confidence in holding her own as the season went on. 

We encourage Emily to work on getting the footy under pressure and in congestion so she can continue to grow as a 

crumbing forward. 

 

Mia Willis      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 115 
Mia was again one of the teamsô strong forward options being the second leading goal kicker for the team with 15 goals 

for the season. We look forward to Mia reaching her full potential in 2024 in the Rising Stars Women team, which she 

showed us glimmers of throughout 2023. 
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15 BOYS  

COACHõS REPORT 

2023 has certainly been a year of ups and downs for the U15 boys with two teams coming together as one. Measures of 

success comes in different forms and, any way you look at it, this season has definitely been a successful one. Starting 

the season with a resounding victory against Gungahlin provided a great confidence boost to the boys. Unfortunately, 

from there we had a mixed bag of results with losses against teams below us on the ladder costing us a chance to play 

off in the finals. In many of our losses we had more scoring shots with our behind count, and slow starts, ultimately being 

our undoing. 

 

Many junior teams will often drop their heads when they are down a few goals, but these boys have developed a 

fantastic ónever say dieô attitude and, in many games this year  would come home like a steam train.  Two such games 

were against Marist, where we came from 30 points down to draw with them at the final siren, and against Ainslie Black 

where at one point we were over 20 points down, the boys knuckled down and, allowing Ainslie to only score one more 

goal for the game, came away with a 19-point victory. 

 

This group of boys optimise the very nature of what team sport is about. They played hard for each other, running in 

support, protecting each other and, when the chips were down, they would get around each other with an amazing 

amount of encouragement to run each game out to the very last second. This was further demonstrated by attendance at 

training, which was fantastic, with the boys turning up come rain, hail or shine, and always wanting to learn new skills 

and game play to further enhance themselves as a team. 

 

Throughout the season we had support from a multitude of our parents, but special thanks must go to Amanda, our 

manager and Director of Junior Football, coaches, Shane, Jason and Ben, and one of our First Grade Players, Tristan, 

who ran many drills for us during training. Also, throughout the season we had a number of the U14ôs put their hands up 

to help the team when needed and we would like to thank Aiden, Michael, Riley and Zac for the support they gave and 

the immediate impact they had in any game they played. 

 

This team is the future of football in Tuggeranong, over the next four to five years, and the foundation has been laid for 

success as these boys continue towards senior football. I look forward to watching the continued development of the 

team and am confident they will taste success in the very near future. 

Peter Borghouts  
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15 BOYS PLAYER PROFILES

Ryder Anesbury     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 107 
Ryder has been amazing in defence this year.  Having worked hard on all aspects of his game, Ryder was guaranteed to 

attack the ball and opposition hard, win the ball and then kick it directly to a team mate to push us into attack. Ryder also 

comfortably injected himself into the midfield when required ensuring the ball was delivered to his team mates to great 

effect.  

 

Matthew Bennett     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 94 
Matt is a man who can be relied upon and, when given clear direction, deliver as needed.  Mattôs ability to win the ball is 

fantastic and in one of the big games of the year, against Ainslie Black, Matt dominated, ensuring if he couldnôt take the 

mark that his teams were delivered the ball with clean hands for a shot on goal. 

 

Jesse Borghouts     Total Games at end of 2023 ï XXX 
Our team Captain is an amazing footballer and outstanding leader. Jesse, who attended the National U15 School 

carnival this year has an extremely bright future and is a player to watch in as part of the GWS Giants Academy. The 

support he provides to his teammates and coaching staff is second to none. 

 

Harry Durham     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 48 
Harry has become an amazing defender in the 2023 season. His defensive pressure has been fantastic and groundball 

attack has led to the opposition often being repelled quickly out of our defensive 50, allowing for quick movement into our 

forward line.  We are looking forward to seeing Harry continue his development as a defender in 2024. 

 

Ryan Geerdink     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 89 
Ryan entered the season with an injury that kept him out of the picture for all but the last couple of games. Ryanôs 

dedication to the team is outstanding, turning up to every session that he could while working to improve his foot skills.  

We look forward to seeing how much of a positive impact Ryan will bring the team in 2024. 

 

Xavier Govan      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 93 
Part of our leadership group, Xavier has become an integral part of our defensive unit in 2023 organising them into a 

close-knit group working well to repel to ball quickly and effectively.  Xavierôs attack on the ball has been impressive and 

his dedication and effort in training, and on game day, sets a great example for his teammates. 

 

Bruno Grzegorzewski    Total Games at end of 2023 ï 109 
In 2023 Bruno has reinvented himself as one of the top, most consistent, goal scorers of the competition. Bruno has an 

amazing ability to read the ball in the air and out mark, often much taller, opposition players. He has a fantastic turn of 

speed that helps him win the hard ógroundballô and get in a position for a shot on goal. 

 

Lachlan Hamer     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 106 
Lachlan is a fantastic running player who has continued to show his diversity throughout the year ready to play in any 

position asked of him, especially across the backline. He has locked many opposition players down and is one of the 

best ógive and getô players on the team providing amazing support to his teammates as they went on the attack. 

 

Ryder Harman     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 120 
As our Vice-Captain in 2023, Ryder has become the ultimate óswingmanô capable of locking down and leading our 

defence, or pushing forward and slotting a number of goals. Ryderôs confidence in his own abilities has continued to grow 

and he has become a very reliable mark and kick which has benefitted the team immensely. 

 

Henry Hayes      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 37 
Henry started the season exceptionally well and was well on the way to become an integral ócog in the wheelô before he 

succumbed to injuries that ended his season early.  We are looking forward to him re-joining the squad for preseason. 
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Jarrah Lancarter     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 51 
Jarrah has cemented his spot in the team as a great ruckman and marking option across centre-half forward. His second 

and third efforts are amazing using his big frame to let the opposition know he was around and ready to protect his 

teammates. 

 

Riley Lehman      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 90 
Riley has become a very multi-faceted player this season ready to run off the wing, through the midfield, or tag 

opposition players when requested.  A thinking player, it has been great to see Riley put forward his thoughts during 

games and at training quite often picking up things the coaches did not seen but actioned immediately. 

 

Cooper Lowes     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 109 
Cooper has worked hard to óownô the wing in 2023. He has embraced our use of width as part of the gameplan and using 

his speed and agility either uses the space he has created or sidestepped opposition players streaming forward to pump 

the ball long into the forward line to a teammatesô advantage. 

 

Samuel Major      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 49 
Being one of the smaller boys in the team did not stop Sam from getting in amongst the action and doing what he 

needed to do to disrupt the oppositions attack on the ball. Playing predominantly in the forward pocket Sam was always 

lurking at the bottom of the pack to get the ball out for a quick release to a team for a shot on goal. 

 

Nathan Matthews     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 26 
One of our team larrikins, Nathan has become a great marking option in the forward line this year.  Nathan has an ability 

to judge the ball in the air extremely well and when most players push too far forward Nathan would use his body 

exceptionally well to take a mark in our forward line. 

 

Ben McGann      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 99 
As our main ruckman, Ben has often dominated the opposition number and shown his diversity pushing forward as a 

marking and goal kicking option. Ben has some fantastic speed and consistently brought a second and third effort to 

every play he was involved in. 

 

Ash McLean      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 126 
Unfortunately, Ashôs season was cruelled by injury, only able to play the last couple of games of the season. In the few 

games he was able to play Ash showed why he is an excitement machine and will be a valuable part of our forward line 

in 2024. 

 

Jack Miels-Barrett     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 98 
Jack has balanced both soccer and footy commitments very well this year.  A member of the GWS development squad, 

Jack is able to slot into most positions on the ground and impact the game immediately.  Jack has a fantastic kick and 

can be relied on to clear the ball out of defence with great efficiency. 

 

Thomas Olver     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 79 
Unfortunately Thomas has had a very injury interrupted year in 2023 and the team sorely missed his explosive speed off 

the halfback line and wing.  We are looking forward to seeing a fit Thomas in 2024 to add another dimension to the 

teamôs structure. 

 

Lochlan Otten     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 74 
Lochlan has brought some valuable height to the team in 2023. Lochlan is always ready to put his body on the line and 

has demonstrated a great ability to bring the ball down in a contest to the advantage of his teammates, be that in defence 

or attack. 

 

Cody Owen      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 127 
Cody is another of the óexcitement machinesô of the team.  His ability to take a flying make, wheel around and slot a goal 

has added another dimension to how the team has played in 2023. Cody has become one of our dependable ótaggersô if 

we have need it during a game and is able to run through the midfield when required. 
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Declan Passlow     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 76 
Declan missed a large part of the season through injury but was a valuable addition to the team in the last few games of 

the season especially with his attack on the ball and run out of defence. 

 

Toby Pryde      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 44 
Toby has been a highly valued member of the team this year whose enthusiasm and desire to improve his skills are 

second to none.  He takes onboard all advice and guidance, and it has been fantastic watching him get in and impact 

games where he can. Toby has developed an innate skill of harassing the opposition, so they often turn the ball over to 

one of his team mates. 

 

Stuart Reichstein     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 99 
Stu has continued to grow as a footballer this year able to play centre-half back position while injecting himself through 

the midfield and half-forward line. Stu is one of the hardest at the ball and lets the opposition know he has come to play 

with exception marking and tackling abilities. 

 

Jack Reilly      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 80 
Jack is a running machine who is able to provide a spark within the team that very few boys at this level can. His ability to 

pluck a mark from out of ónowhereô is amazing and he has a phenomenal turn of speed that saw him regularly cut 

through the oppositionôs defence for a shot on goal. 

 

Sam Rizzuto      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 44 
Sam played much of this year as one of our ómosquito fleetô on the wing. Throughout the year, Sam developed a great 

deal of confidence in his own running abilities and quickly learnt to use his speed to get away from opposition players 

creating space and options for his team mates to get the ball to him. 

 

Lachlan Searle     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 98 
Lachlan has cemented his position as one of the premier fullbacks in the competition, able to lock forwards down and 

rebound the ball with consummate ease. Lachlanôs marking and kicking has improved out of sight and in many games, 

he has restricted opponents who are used to kicking óbagsô of goals to just one or two. Lachlan is going to be a huge 

asset for any teamôs defensive structure in years to come. 

 

Blake Shannon     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 91 
Blake has been one of the most consistent and dedicated trainers in 2023. Blake has played through persistent injuries 

to be one of our great forward ócrumbersô ready at the drop of a ball to flick a quick handball out to the advantage of his 

teammates. 

 

Reid Stewart      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 50 
Reid has played off the wing this year providing great run, in support of his teammates. While he is one of the smaller 

members of the team, Reid wonôt back down at a contest and has often used his speed to get to a contest and óworryô the 

opposition out of possession of the ball. 

 

Cooper Willson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 43 
Throughout the year Cooper continued to amaze the coaching staff with his adaptability and diversity in positions he is 

able to play.  He has a deceptive amount of speed that he puts to great effect when required to run off the back line.  

Cooper has added to our midfield depth and will undoubtedly spend more time running through the ómidsô in 2024. 

 

Oscar Zacny      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 51 
Oscar has been one of the quiet achievers in 2023.  He has been instrumental throughout the year providing stability 

both defensively and offensively especially in games when we were down. Oscar has become one of the best intercept 

marks in the team, if not the competition, and we look forward to seeing his continued improvement in 2024. 
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14 GIRLS  

COACHõS REPORT 

Season 2023 saw a large group of U14 girls come together to form one team. 28 girls started the season with an 

additional 2 girls joining during the year. The team comprised of some seasoned campaigners, girls with 1 season of 

experience and some girls brand new to the game. With varying levels of experience and understanding of the game the 

girls worked hard at training to support each other to develop new skills. 

 

The girls started the year well, getting to know each other and coming together to have the opportunity to sing the club 

song. The first few rounds saw the girls show some true grit and determination, not only against their opponents, but the 

weather. The beautiful sunny Saturday conditions did not continue for the girlsô competition, seeing the girls play 3 

consecutive weeks in freezing, rain and blizzard like conditions at times. A real test for the team and supporters, but they 

kept turning up to play their best each week. 

 

It was great to see a very strong competition across this age group with our girls putting a lot of pressure on all teams 

most weeks. The second half of the season saw the girls play the top 2 teams twice with great improvement shown to 

end the season. Well done girls. 

 

The season cannot go ahead without the support of the club and the generosity of many volunteers and team sponsor. I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank the many people who have supported our girls each week. 

 

Firstly, the parent and carer supporters of this group of girls are fantastic, each week we saw many come to cheer on our 

girls and congratulate them on their efforts. We had a number of parents put their hand up each week to fill game day 

roles and help the game run smoothly, thank-you to Steve Davidson, Zed Slat, Morris Wilson, Greg Pearce, Tim White, 

Karen Davidson and special mention to Greg Popple for managing the interchange board each week, (even when his 

own daughter was not playing due to injury), a task that some weeks seemed impossible. 
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A big thank-you to Nicole Knox for managing the team again this year. Nicole not only does all the necessary behind the 

scenes tasks to keep the season rolling, she also creates a great community environment for the girls and their families 

to be a part of. 

 

Thank-you to Matt and Tonina-Lee from Matish concreating for sponsoring the U14 girls this season. 

 

And last but not least, Myles Pfieffer, Thank-you for sharing the coaching role with me. Your unwavering enthusiasm to 

keep the girls having fun, learning and consolidating new skills each week was greatly appreciated. 

 

Well done to all of the girls, we look forward to seeing all of your smiling faces return to the great game of AFL in 2024. 

Matt Knox  
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14 GIRLS PLAYER PROFILES

Margaret Basilisco     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 51 
MJ was a great contributor to the team this season. MJ continued to build on her skills from previous seasons and is 

always a reliable competitor. MJ is comfortable in the thick of the contest and willing to take on any challenge. 

Congratulations on playing your 50th junior AFL game. 

 

Casey Bowman     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 48 
Casey might be slight in stature, but she makes up for this with effort and always with a smile. Casey is always willing to 

take on the contest and will give 100% wherever she is playing on the field. Casey is a great contributor to the team. Well 

done Casey. 

 

Isabella Brodrick     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 101 
Bella has a very protective nature and loves to defend her team and their goals. Bella is often seen chasing down an 

opponent to regain the ball or placing a well-timed shepherd to give time to her teammates. Congratulations on playing 

your 100th Junior AFL game. 

 

Matilda Cooney     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 46 
Tilly had a fantastic season; she came ready to play and give her all every game. Tilly was committed at trainings which 

showed on game day. Tilly found a love for playing in the backline, she was reliable and relentless with her tackling 

efforts all season. 

 

Layla Cooper      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 23 
This was Laylaôs second season of AFL. Layla has the beginnings of good AFL skills and with a bit more drive and self-

belief would show herself what she is capable of. Layla has a big kick and loves to tackle opposing players. 

 

Grace Davidson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 39 
Grace is a very influential player amongst the team, having the personality and ability to sway her teammates and the 

game. Grace leads with her strong efforts, often breaking through packs and creating effective disposals for her team. 

Dangerous in front of goals, Grace also had the opportunity to show her strengths in defence. 

 

Tia Galea      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 56 
Tia was rearing to play with a great preseason training effort. Unfortunately, Tia had a season ending injury that saw her 

sit all but 1 game on the sidelines. Tia supported her teammates all season. Looking forward to seeing Tia in action next 

year. 

 

Mia Hall      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 11 
This was Miaôs first year playing AFL. Throughout the season her confidence grew and her commitment to training paid 

off with a great improvement in her skills and understanding of the game. We look forward to watching Mia improve 

further next season. 

 

Zoe Harman      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 78 
Zoe is a seasoned junior player with a great skillset to display. Zoe has an excellent understanding of the game, often 

positioning herself well to receive the ball, getting into space and delivering the footy well. Watching Zoe create space for 

herself and have a run down the ground is great to watch. 

 

Tia Herbez      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 39 
A fierce competitor, Tia is often found on the bottom of the pack fighting for possession or trying to break through out of 

the pack. Tia has great defensive skills with a tough tackling ability as well as the determination to drive forward in attack. 

A great season for Tia. 

 

Jetaya Hodge      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 9 
This was Jetayaôs first season of AFL, joining the team a few games into the season. Although timid to start, Jetaya 

continued to train well and asked great questions to gain a better understanding of what was expected of her. Increasing 

in confidence Jetaya started to win free kicks in the teamsô final game of the season and kicked a goal which was a 

highlight of the season seeing her teammates encouraging her. 
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Chelsea Hogan     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 164 
Chelsea celebrated an outstanding achievement this season, playing her 150th Junior AFL game. Chelsea is the type of 

player everyone wants on their team and is a coachôs dream. Chelsea leads by example with her hard style of footy and 

never give up attitude. 

 

Abby Jess      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 8 
Abby is a skilful footballer who is beautiful to watch when she is in action. Abby possesses an excellent overhead mark. 

Abby was challenged this season in multiple positions, finding the wing home where she could have a run. We look 

forward to seeing Abby grow in confidence with her footy. 

 

Emily Joritsma     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 8 
New to AFL this season, Emilyôs athletic ability shone through quickly. Emily grew in confidence every game to the point 

you would not believe this was her 1st season of AFL. Emily was always keen to get in and contest the footy and as her 

understanding grew, she became a very effective and reliable player. 

 

Willow Kildey      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 28 
A natural athlete with a competitive streak, Willow loves to push herself from start to finish. Willow continues to grow her 

AFL skills and loves to chase down loose balls with her strong running game. She has had a great season working hard 

in a variety of positions. 

 

Milla Knox      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 132 
Milla was always there to dig us out of a hole through her defensive pressure in the backline, busting out of packs with a 

clearing kick and continually pushing the ball forward. An experienced and talented player, Milla naturally took an on-field 

leadership role, coaching and supporting the newer players during games. Another great year. 

 

Sophie Luchterhand     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 5 
Sophie started her AFL journey late in the season and was a natural from the start. She is strong, fearless at the ball and 

has great hands. With only having a few games under her belt, she had an immediate impact to the game and her 

enjoyment of playing was evident by the big smile on her face. We are excited to see her on the field next year. 

 

Jade McPherson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 22 
Jade has great skills and is a fierce competitor, often beating larger opponents in one-on-one contests. Jade is excellent 

at reading the play and was used in multiple positions to strengthen the team were needed. She gives everything during 

the game, works hard and continues to grow as a player. 

 

Mia Pearce      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 43 
Mia is one of our shy and quiet players on the team. Mia showed at training she has amazing strength with her 

teammates rarely winning a contest with her. With a bit more confidence in herself Mia will see these skills translate onto 

game day. Keep at it Mia. 

 

Isla Pfeiffer      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 28 
Isla is a versatile player transitioning her skills into all positions on the field. Isla possesses a big accurate left foot kick 

often clearing out of the backs or entering the forward 50. Isla is willing to compete in a contest often creating options for 

her teammates. Isla always has a positive attitude and willing to help all her teammates. 

 

Isabella Popple     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 71 
Isabella started the season strong, keen to get out and play every week. Isabella was growing in confidence each game 

until she unfortunately suffered a season-ending injury. Bella was always helping at trainings and supporting her 

teammates on gameday. Good -luck next season Bella. 

 

Lucija Slat      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 27 
Lucija is always smiling and oozes enjoyment from playing footy. Lucija always gives her best in every game and canôt 

wait to get to the next round. Lucijaôs enthusiasm is enviable, she is willing to accept any challenge thrown at her 

including taking on much bigger opponents. Well don Lucija. 
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Lilly Stephan      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 60 
When Lilly is on her game there are not many that will break through her tackles. Lilly is a strong player with great 

potential. Lilly showed a greater understanding of the game often displaying great connecting plays with her teammates. 

Congratulations on playing 50 junior AFL games. 

 

Anne Trenton      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 2 
Anne was new to AFL this season and always put in her best at training sessions. Anne stepped way outside her comfort 

zone playing a contact sport for the first time, Anne is to be commended for her bravery. 

 

Mariella Vigar      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 12 
Mariellaôs natural affinity for defence helped strengthen our backline and you wouldnôt know that this was her first year of 

footy. Working hard at training and taking on all feedback, Mariella improved throughout the year and is a great addition 

to the team. 

 

Charly Watson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 51 
Charly is a consistent player, looking for feedback from the coaches to improve her performance. Charly had some great 

games in the backline and got involved when in the midfield. Congratulations on playing your 50th Junior AFL game. 

 

Layla White      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 51 
full of life, Layla brings energy to the game with strong running on the wing and tenacious pressure on the opposition. 

Layla built throughout the year with some of her best games coming late in the season. Congratulations on playing 50 

Junior AFL games. 

 

Zoe Williams      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 24 
When on the field Zoe gives it her all with her confidence growing with every game. Zoe actively seeks feedback from the 

coaches to improve her performance, this showed in the last few games of the season with Zoe winning free kicks and 

helping the team with some great individual efforts. Keep up the great work Zoe. 

 

Maeve Wilson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 61 
Maeve is one of our quiet achievers who is always up for a challenge and wants to contribute to the team. She put her 

hand up for ruck and worked hard against opponents who were sometimes a lot bigger than her. Maeve always gives 

100%, both at training and on the field. 

 

Ruby Yazici      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 11 
Ruby came back to AFL after a few years off and we are sure glad she did! Ruby loves the physicality of the game, either 

flying in the ruck or wrestling for possession of the ball. A bit rusty at the start of the year, Ruby soaked up all the coachôs 

feedback and put it directly into her game and improved week on week. Looking forward to seeing her build on a great 

year. 
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14S MIXED  BLUE  

COACHõS REPORT 

Although the season ended with the disappointment in losing a Preliminary final, this group should truly hold their heads 

high for the efforts and success they were able to achieve through the year as they faced plenty of adversity through the 

season challenged each week to field a team, however being able to fight each week to their maximum competing at a 

high level. 

 

After the high of last season, the team expected to further build on that achievement of making the Grand final in 2022, 

this season started with losing a couple of important players interstate or to other sports but was then compounded with 

a number of long term injuries to start the year then again for the back end of the season. On a good day we only had 20 

fit players to select from. 

 

Throughout the season the team found themselves in the precarious position of playing with no bench and/or requiring 

opposition teams to even up to allow the team a fighting chance to be competitive, fully testing the teams spirt and ability 

to run games out. However, holding strong as a team and accepting the challenge they faced as a team always gave 

their all and at times exceeded expectations with performances, they could only be proud of. 

The team should be proud with what they achieved as a group with the hiccups faced it only made the team hungrier, 

pushing hard at training and trying to play our óteamô brand of football each week. Finishing 3rd is still a fantastic 

achievement and many of you have so much improvement yet to come. 

 

To our existing and new players to this year it was a pleasure being involved in your footy journeys and together striving 

to improve, identifying areaôs we can improve on as a group and as individuals. 

 

Ian, your efforts this year has been appreciated in stepping up to assist me with coaching the team this year this 

including the period Brodie was out for a few weeks injured you still braved the cold weather and helped guide the boys 

through a fantastic season. The team couldnôt have performed as well without you, Thank you! 

 

 

 

 



JUNIOR PROFILES  

 
57 

 

 

 

Katie, the effort you put towards the team and club is enormous where the effort behind the scenes at times goes 

unnoticed.  I know everyone from the players to parents appreciates all the effort you devote for this group, much 

appreciated! 

 

Woden Automotive Services ï our team sponsor, again! Gav youôre a passionate supporter of the team always flying the 

Tuggeranong flag. The few games you were missing it just wasnôt the same without youé.. was a little more quiet than 

usual! 

 

Special thanks to our First Aid officer Janice, I couldnôt be more grateful yet horrified for you on the number of game day 

issues we encountered this year. As I have mentioned to you previously the number of injuries accumulative in the 

previous 5 years wouldnôt equate to the number of issues we encountered this year. So, thank you again! 

And to all our parents, thank you for the roles you play each week towards our young footballers including the game day 

roles you played at different stages. 

 

Well done team on another competitive and character-building season and hope to see the group continue together and 

keep pushing the team first attitude! 

Kieren Rogers  

  



JUNIOR PROFILES  

 
58 

 

14S BLUE MIXED PLAYER PROFILES  

Cooper Aitken     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 75 
Only small in stature Coopers hunger to win the ball and fearless attack on the ball found him playing in positions where 

we required a player to win the hard ball and farm it out to his running teammates. Cooper never hesitated to put his 

team first and always pushed our team values where I think his football lifted another level this year.  I see Cooperôs 

development able to lift to greater heights and look forward in seeing you continue in the game. Fantastic season, 

Cooper! 

 

Isaac Boate      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 90 
This year found Isaac shift from his usual positioning in the backline to move down to our forward line. Boatie when his 

sights are set on the ball he has an intimidating presence where any player (including his teammates) quite often comes off 

ñsecond bestò   The hardest trainer Isaac displays such heart and with some further work on his kicking I can see Isaacôs 

football taking it to the next level! Another great season, Isaac! 

 

Nate Coleman     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 106 
This year Nate found himself playing more time in the forward line with some short bursts in the middle.  Nateôs 

positioning and footy smarts are well in advance for someone of his age where he contributed some vital long-range 

goals for the team this year. As one of the teams vice captains Nate always lead from the front using his voice and 

placing his body on the line to win the football for his team. Nate this year again participated with GWS development 

squad. Well done on a fantastic season, Nate! 

 

Isaac Cooper      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 43 
Icy this year spent the season on the wing where I believe his football further developed and gave him greater 

opportunities to use his pace breaking down the wings then booting it long with his fantastic long kick deep into our 

forward line. Also utilising his goal kicking craft from his first two seasons Icy was able to find many shots on goals when 

pushing down into the forward line. Another one of our GWS development program participants ï Great season Icyôs 

look forward to seeing your footy development grow further again. Great season! 

 

Nik Dokonal       Total Games at end of 2023 ï 110 
Nik possesses silky skills and football smarts with an uncanny ability to find himself in the right position.  A motivated 

team player who every game lead our teamôs óteam chantô before running out each quarter. Nik managed to find a 

number of sneaky goals over the top of the pack and on a number of occasions was able to hit his teammates with his 

beautiful delivery. Well done on a solid year Nik! 

 

Bailey Emblen     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 55 
Baileyôs season was remarkable considering he only made two trainings throughout the year (during the final series). 

Bailey is an explosive player where his attack on the ball and hard tackling was intimidating for his opponents.  Baileyôs 

uncanny ability to win the ball and have clear shots on goal was unbelievable however, if he managed to dramatically 

improve his conversion he could have potentially tripled his tally for the year. Conflicted with his love of Rugby League I 

would hate to see Bailey give AFL away as I truly believe he can become an excellent AFL footballer with more specific 

AFL related training. Well Done Bay! 

 

Charlie Fegan     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 38 
óChucklesô had his start of the season derailed by missing the first half of the season due to injury however this didnôt 

stop him still coming down to training and game days to assist. Once Charlie was able to get back on the field he 

became a key part of team connecting the movement of the ball through the midfield too deep into our forward line. 

Charlieôs goal sense even found him kick a few goals by seasons end. A player with great potential, stick with it Charlie, 

Well done!   

 

Tia Galea      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 56 
Unfortunately this year wasnôt the season for Tia to remember. Tia trained early in the season however succumbed to a 

crippling injury that kept her out for the season. Tia came out to watch a number of games to support the team 

throughout the season in the hope she would be able to finally eventually. You have no doubt a fine future ahead of you 

and hope to see you dominating the field for years to come however unfortunately not against the boys.  
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Ryan Grant      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 31 
Ryan brings great humour to the team with his jovial antics making training fun for his teammates. On game day Ryanôs 

football improved out of sight playing most weeks down at Fullback. Always there to put immediate pressure on his 

opponent Ryan was rarely beaten. Funnily enough maybe in the future we need to consider Ryan up forward as on three 

separate occasions when sent forward for short stints Ryan was able to kick a goal (once for our opponents). Great 

season Ryan! 

 

Benjamin Hawkins     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 29 
Ben joined us from the óredsô at the start of the season and he immediately found a home with our team. Although very 

quiet Ben improved his game each week where we tapped into his elite fitness and let him run around in the midfield and 

at times off the half back flank. Ben was always trying to improve his game often asking for clarification or advice on how 

to further his game. It was a pleasure having you in the team Ben and I can see a great future for you in footy. Well done! 

 

Haydn Janek      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 88 
Haydn this year continued his solid form as a half back flanker where he consistently played on opponents much larger in 

size. A confidence player who likes to back himself and runs off his opponent cutting off many opposition attacks to 

counteract us into an attacking position. Haydn participated in the GWS development program and hope to see Haydn 

continue to improve his football and rediscover his dominating form of previous years. Great job! 

 

Blake Kearney     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 129 
This year Blake took his football to the next level being promoted from Full Back to put his large frame and fantastic kick 

to more use in the midfield. Blakeôs physicality and focus on winning the ball was a pleasure to watch where he often 

started many forward presses by the team off the back of his ferocious attack on the ball.  Recognised by the team to 

take a leadership role and played a big part on the GWS development program, I have no doubt Blakeôs ability and 

passion for the game will take him a long way.  

 

Xavier Lozancic     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 38 
Xavierôs focus on winning the ball and the lack of fear on his attack on the ball at times put himself in harmôs way. Xavier 

possesses speed to burn and often was found running across the front of the pack accelerating away then kick long 

down field.  Xavier also had the ability to play as a lockdown player often suffocating strong opponents of easy 

possessions due to his ability to wear them like a glove. I hope to see Xavier continue with the game as he has plenty to 

offer. Well done! 

 

Ulrich Nilsen      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 24 
Uli returned this year hungry to build on his first season with the team where he made a transition from our forwards to 

our back line. This lifted the pressure on Uli having to win the ball and shift his focus on only having to stop his direct 

opponent saw Uliôs impact on a game increase significantly.  Winning more of the ball Uli became more confident with his 

disposals now with our next steps in trying to get Uli to use his big frame to his advantage then watch out opposition 

forwards!  

 

Brodie Nokes      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 76 
Mr reliable out of our back 6, Brodie may only be small in size however this has provided him the ability to read the play 

and back himself to leave his direct opponent in search of winning the ball then being able to use it for the team calmly 

and accurately with his beautiful kick.  Brodie had a tough start to the season where there was a run of 3 or 4 games 

when he managed to take a big hit and unfortunately missed a few games due to injury. Well done on a great year! 

 

Isaac Owusu      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 99 
Isaac started the season with a óBangô with all his pre-season efforts paying off dominating play in the ruck for the team.  

Where he was outsized in the ruck, Isaac made up for this in general play with his elite running and fitness saw him win 

plenty of ball. Isaacsôs effort this year didnôt go unnoticed voted co-captain by the team, participant in the GWS Academy. 

However his biggest achievement was winning this years ñu14 Best and Fairest awardò in the league as joint winner with 

Aiden from Tugg óredsô. Awesome season and congrats on your individual award!  
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Luca Rogers      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 81 
Started forward but started to find some more confidence part way through the year when moved further up the ground 

however unfortunately missed 12 weeks of the season due to a serious hand injury. In desperate hope to play again and 

push for a finals game once he was given the green light to do some light training Luca was back with his team training 

hard rewarded with a game in our final game.  Hope to see you get a full season in next year and take footy to the next 

level, well done! 

 

Lukas Severa      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 48 
Voted Co-captain by his peers it was great to have Lukas permanently with the team after he dropped back from last 

yearôs u14s.  Lining up between Ruck Rover and CHB this year, Lukas played a very solid and dominating season for the 

group.  Lukas had a strong attack on the ball never beaten in one-on-one contests where when he had ball in hand he 

has a long raking kick.  Lukas has a team first attitude and look forward in seeing him further develop his game. Lukas 

ability was also recognised with an entry into the GWS development program. Great job! 

 

Liam Stefanuti     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 53 
One of the fittest and most consistent players I have seen for many years as coach.  Liamôs ability to cover the ground 

and get to majority of the fields contest is a testament to his fitness.  Not only fit Liam also doubles this up with speed 

and the ability to break tackles and send the ball long in our favour.  I believe with more work on his kicking at pace and 

óone touchô skills Liam can absolutely be elite in this game. Joined the GWS Development program this year. Fantastic 

season, Liam! 

  

Cesc Werner-Gibbings    Total Games at end of 2023 ï 30 
Cesc was able to compete strongly this year presenting himself out of our full forward line playing as our stay home 

forward providing opportunities for his crumbing team mates to win the ball from his feet from his presenting up forward.  

An extremely positive and encouraging teammate who was always willing to speak up, encouraging his teammates at 

training or our group huddles.  Another solid season and look forward to seeing you return next year, great job! 

 

Angus Whitworth     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 15 
Angus joined the team this year with no previous football experience however an enthusiasm you can only wish for all of 

our players to bring. Angusôs development through the season was fantastic dramatically improving his marking and 

kicking but utilising that blistering pace he has on the wing ï no one can catch him, unbelievably quick! If Angus 

continues the improvement he showed this year to next watch out we have a footballer on our hands. Excellent first year 

Angus! 

 

Sam Whyte      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 117 
Samôs football has really flourished since his move to the backline late last year. A smooth player who possesses one of 

the nicest kicks in the league.  So many times starting at full back Sam was able to carry the ball 30m then kick it clear 

over the pack unleashing his quick wings to transition down forward. A very encouraging player always asking the right 

questions at training and game day! Sam was part of the GWS development squad! A fantastic season Sam - well done! 
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14S MIXED  RED  

COACHõS REPORT 

This season was going to be more of a challenge than last season.  Coming off a Premiership winning year in 2022, we 

knew other teams would be looking to take us down.  To the boyôs credit, they worked hard on improving and developing 

their own game as well as the teamôs game from the very first training session.  Pleasingly, the development and 

improvement continued throughout the year, with every single player in the team, at some point, showing what they were 

capable of.  All the seasonôs efforts were reward with the team competing in back-to-back grand finals. 

 

I personally would love to thank my co-coach Jimmy Rice for his ongoing advice and knowledge.  We both have a very 

similar outlook on junior development, and I think this translates to the performance of our team over the past couple of 

years. 

 

To Super Manager Chris Fogarty, you are amazing, with the work you do during the week and on game day you are a 

very big part of this team, and we cannot thank you enough. 

 

Thank you to our game day helpers every week.  Nick Henderson (runner), Rocco Schirripa (goal umpire ï the best in 

the business), Steve Cochrane, Brian Morton, Tim Davies (Boundary umpires), Jason Owen (First Aid), Tash Ryan 

(Timekeeper) and Tracy Summers (photographer), along with every other parent who at some point throughout the year 

stuck their hand up and helped out. A key part of the culture of the team is that everyone puts in and does their job, and 

this was shown throughout the year by our volunteers. 

 

This year has been super enjoyable, and itôs been a pleasure to be a part of your sonôs footy journey. 

 

Thank you.  

Woody & Jimmy  
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14S RED MIXED PLAYER PROFILES  

Riley Burbidge     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 64 
Riley has had a super year, continuing to improve and understand footy and rewarded with the seasonôs Most Improved 

player.  He has become a very valuable and versatile member of our team.  Will only comminute to get better as he pays 

more and more footy. 

 

Declan Clowry     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 31 
Second year playing footy, and you would never know.  Premier ruckman in the competition, his desire to jump at every 

contest is only seconded for his desire to win the footy when it hits the ground.  Super talented player with a very big 

future 

 

Michael Cochrane     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 76 
Michaelôs development this year as a wingman has been dramatic.  Has completely changed his game to be more team 

focused with a commitment to hard working defensive running has given our team so much drive from the back half.  

Extremely fit and strong, I see Michael controlling a wing in any team he plays in in the future. 

 

Thomas Davies     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 113 
Silky smooth and skilful.  Time slows down when Tom gets the footy.  Always willing to listen and learn at training and 

throughout a game.  Tom has added a level of class to our forward line and midfield all year.  Classy and quality 

footballer. 

 

Joshua Fearn      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 36 
Another solid year from Josh in 2023.  A tough, run straight at the ball player, with power and speed.  Joshôs ability to 

play both down back and run through the midfield has helped our team be more dynamic and challenging for other teams 

to play against. 

 

Patrick Fogarty     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 90 
The Big Sauce!!!!  Pat has developed into the premier fullback of the competition, rarely beaten in the air and his reading 

of the play has taken his game to the next level.  Patôs ability to control the entire backline through his directive voice to 

his teammates, has made him a vital piece of our team success.  Capped off the season with our teams BOG in the 

grand final. 

 

Bill Fogarty      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 48 
Bill the bull.  A tough, no-frills footballer, who loves to get the hard ball and makes sure he does his job for the team.  Bill 

has been a massive part of our backline and midfield this year, providing constant toughness and reliability to the team 

wherever he plays. 

 

Aiden Henderson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 84 
A super talented footballer, who backs himself to win the football whenever it is near him, both in the air and at ground 

level.  Silky mover across the ground, with the ability to hit targets and kick goals from outside 50m.  Winning the League 

BnF shows how good a year he has had!! Rewarded throughout the year with a spot on the U15s ACT school boys team 

as a 14-year-old. 

 

Ruben Hines      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 87 
Rubenôs year has been solid and consistent, his ability to play as a lockdown defensive player in the backline or be a part 

of our midfield group, is a credit to him and his desire to help the team wherever the team needs him. We love it when 

ñFooty Rubesò turns up on Saturdays. 

 

Benjamin Lowes     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 62 
Benji has become our little forward line hustler.  Always playing at the feet of the bigger boys, Benji gives his all each and 

every time his is on the field.  Benjiôs ability to listen and understand his positioning on the field, helps create goal scoring 

opportunities for himself and his teammates. 

 

Lewis Maguire     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 29 
Big Jerry!!!  Lewis has had a great year in his development as a forward line player.  His ability to listen and understand 

the role he has been asked to play is a credit to him.   Always willing to throw his body around, he has also continued to 

work on his overhead marking, which has improved dramatically throughout the year.  A solid contributor to our team 

success this year. 
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Riley Masters      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 90 
Riley has a desire for the football like no other player in our team.  His ability to be strong in the contest, whether it be on 

the ground or in the air, together with an uncanny gift to know where the sticks are, makes him a nightmare match up for 

the opposition teams.  A damaging player, with huge potential.   Rewarded throughout the year with a spot on the U15s 

ACT school boys team as a 14-year-old. 

 

Bayley Morton     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 109 
Exceptional understanding of the game and how he can get the most out of himself as well as bring others into the game.  

Has developed into a key member of this team, with his smart thinking, positioning and skillset.  No-one has worked 

harder on their game this year than Bayley, an outstanding year of football. 

 

Liam OôBrien      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 94 
Our very elusive Backman/winger has had a solid year.  Liam has worked hard on his kicking and positioning within a 

game to help become a solid contributor to our team.  He has the ability to find space where there doesnôt seem to be 

space, to help create for the team. 

 

William OôReilly     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 73 
Will has this uncanny ability to consistently pop up in the right position at the right time.  A solid member of our forward 

line all year, Will creates space for his teammates, but is always there for a sneaky goal or two for himself as well! 

 

Zac Owens      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 149 
No-one is harder on this kid more than himself.  A ripper footballer, who is not only strong and tough, but skilful and 

damaging as well.  He has worked hard this year on continuing to develop his forward craft.  Loves to take a big mark 

and kick a bag of goals.  He was rewarded for all his hard work with the leading competition goal kicker for the season 

and a top 10 finish in the leagues BnF. 

 

James Rice      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 126 
A captain, who leads by example in every aspect of being a footballer.  He demands respect through his actions, is 

always putting the team first and pushes his teammates to be better.  The heartbeat of the team, James is a quality, 

tough footballer who loves to win the hardball on the ground or in the air. Another outstanding year of football and 

development. 

 

Ethan Ryan      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 47 
Ethan moved into the backline this season and became a very strong and reliable defender.  A strong and tough bodied 

defender, who loves to tackle and provide a contest.  He has continued to work on his ball skills and has improved 

dramatically throughout the year with some of his best work in important matches. 

 

Eugene Schirripa     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 30 
Gene has had a solid year, developing an all-round footy game.  He has played his best footy as a defender, but also 

has played across the ground, through the midfield and in the forward line (loves a goal!!!), or wherever the team needed 

him at the time.  I look forward to continuing to see Gene develop over the next few years. 

 

Cooper Summers     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 135 
Scooter started the year out running through the backline and then finished the year as a sneaky small forward.  Through 

the second half of the year, he has really developed a team first approach with his positioning and quick hands, creating 

opportunities for his teammates.  A great end to the year Scooter!! 

 

Tim Sweeney      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 28 
Hoops!  Another solid year of development, continuing to look to mark the footy at its highest point has built confidence in 

Tims ability to win the footy in the air. With good pace and the ability to make a strong lead for the ball, I look forward to 

continuing to work with Tim on his forward craft into the future. 

 

Miller Woodward     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 37 
Miller has had a real solid year in his development and understanding of the game.  He has become a vital part of our 

backline group and finished the year off as a quality one on one defender.  Miller was rarely beaten in defence and often 

set up the team to unleash its attack. His want and desire to help his teammates makes him a valued asset to the 

backline.  
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13S MIXED  

COACHõS REPORT 

What a year it was for the under 13ôs mixed team, a new coach manager and players joined a well-balanced team that 

was nurtured over many years by Mark, Justin and Matt. We were lucky to acquire new players in Milla, Chelsea, Tia, 

Darcy, Harmehar LJ and Fraser who all added great value and adaptability to our under 13ôs team, we were also grateful 

to have Under 14ôs players Blake and Sam play with the team. We were blessed with 8 Giants Academy players on a 

regular Saturday.  

  

After a slow start of getting used to each other we really hit the ground running and were able to take it up to teams each 

week. it can be hard to kick the frost of each week through a Canberra winter, but the challenge was taken in full. As a 

team we prided ourselves on our attack on the ball and the way we were able to spread the ball and bring our teammates 

into the contest.   

  

We were grateful to have a big squad with the most pleasing thing being the regular game day and training attendances 

from the whole squad. This came with challenges of managing such a large bench (Cheers Pete) and suitable training 

sessions, however We had many laughs and enjoyed the season together some even laughed at my jokes.  

  

Congratulations must go out to our best and fairest winner Darcy who also came 4th in the league BnF and runner up 

Nicholas. We had a really close vote count with special mentions going out to Lucas, Zac, Malachai, Jaxon, Jacob and 

Ewan who all polled well and had great years. Congratulations to our team player of the year Ewan, coaches award 

Jacob and Most improved Jaxon.  

  

We like to thank everyone who helped out throughout the year which made asking for help a pleasure with everyone 

pitching in and assisting. Special thanks go to Mark and Jay for Trainings and games, Peter for game day assistance, 

Lee Anne for first aid each week and a big thankyou to Justin and Steve for doing umpiring each week.  On Behalf of 

Lyndall and myself we would like to thank all the families for entrusting us to guide your children through the trainings 

and games throughout the year.  

Kurt Masters and Lyndall Baker   
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13S MIXED PLAYER PROFILES

Ewan Baker      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 43 
Ewan had a great season, never missed a training session and always turned up ready to go. He was our trusty full back 
with a great knack of when to attack and stay and defend. Ewan was a great leader amongst the team.  
 

Daemon Birch     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 56 
Daemon was our tallest player with lightning speed, always turned up with a smile. Daemon played many roles but 
mainly through the ruck. We keep encouraging Daemon to back himself in.   
 

Darcy Borghouts     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 111 
A deserving Best and Fairest winner with a great work ethic and willingness to compete. Darcy led from the front and 
was tasked with many challenges in which he fulfilled with ease. Loved to take the game on. He was also a member of 
the GWS academy.  
 

Mitchell Brine     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 114 
Mitch played above his size most weeks as ruck option for the team. He never complained and always went about the 
task at hand. Mitchell found really good position around the ground and development though out the year was great to 
see.  
 

Olli Carswell      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 52 
Olli has great skills and is the best kick in the team. He distributes the ball well, always finding a target. A great set of 
hands who can get himself out of contests. Very silky player. We will miss him in 2024. 
 

Harmehar Cheema     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 43 
New to the club in 2023 Harmehar gave us a target and presence through the half forward line. He really grew in 
confidence and was great to watch him roll onto to his left foot and deliver the ball forward.   
 

Caleb Crosby      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 81 
Caleb was a great role player for the team quite often playing multiple roles throughout a match to help team balance. He 
was at his best when attacking the football and giving drive with his pace on the ball. You can tell Caleb loves football by 
the way he goes about it.  
 

Zachary Dalmolin     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 119 
Zac is a great user of the football always finding a teammate around the ground. He regularly was one of our better 
players by his attack of ball and smarts around the ground. A pleasure to coach. A deserving member of the GWS 
Academy   
 

Lawson Dickson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 63 
Lawson played his best football through the wing and across half forward. He got us going in 2 of wins for the year with 
first up goals, a great user of the ball and would often unselfishly bring his teammates into the game with a creative 
handball.   
 

Archer Edwards     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 79 
One of smaller players you could quite often find archer at the bottom of packs. His attack on the ball quite often inspired 
his team mates to show similar commitment. He was regularly rewarded for his courage. Another fine season.  
 

Riley Geerdink     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 37 
Riley had a great year after coming off a broken arm. It was great to see him get a full season in. He was at home in 
defence and the wing.  A good competitor who was a reliable in any role. We look forward to Riley getting another full 
season in 2024.  
  

Callan Goven      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 32 
Cal was a reliable contributor each week who played his best football through the middle and down back or even on a 
wing. You could find Cal honing his skills at each and every session, and he always took advice given and applied it to 
game days.   
  

Fraser Henderson     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 9 
Fraser came to our team halfway through the season, a capable footballer who covers the ground well with good skills 
and game sense, Fraser added some real attacking assets to the side and quite often popped up kicking multiple goals. 
A member of the GWS Academy and ACT under 12s Schoolboys Team.  
 
 



JUNIOR PROFILES  

 
66 

 

Lucas Herberz     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 75 
Another member of the GWS academy. Lucas applied himself well each week, quite often he would find himself against 
a big forward from the opposition. He would take on that challenge and win more than his fair share. Lucas has clear 
ability and will be a strong player for Tuggeranong for years to come.  
 

Tia Herberz      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 96 
Tia was a great asset to the 13s team who enjoyed the rough and tumble of the game. Tia got better as the games got 
rougher holding her own against bigger opponents and showing the boys how to get it done. She enjoyed good games 
through the middle and down back. A GWS Academy Member   
 

Chelsea Hogan     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 164 
Chelsea is one of the best competitors in the 13s and was rarely beaten. She plays the game with a smile win lose or 
draw. Chelsea had her best games when down back in the heat of the battle. Another deserving member of the GWS 
academy.  
 

Thomas Kamarul     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 74 
It was great to see Tomôs skill improve throughout 2023. Tom was used down back on big opponents and competed 
really well. His clean hands from the ground and trusty kick proved an asset for the team.  
 

Jaxon Kickett      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 70 
With the most deadly sidestep in the competition, Jaxon really came into his own in the second half of the year after 
filling in for the 14ôs. The confidence he went into each game thereafter and taking on the opposition was great to see. A 
fine season.  
 

Milla Knox      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 132 
Milla played her best football through the middle and across half back, with some fine performances when tasked jobs 
against the better oppositionôs players. Another player who revelled in the rough and tumble of games. She was a 
deserving member of the GWS academy.  
 

Malachi Laird      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 62 
Malachi had an up and down year due to a foot injury. When up he is one of most potent players who has knack of 
popping up and kicking multiple goals, great overhead, great skills and ability to outrun the competition. We look forward 
to an injury free 2024.  
 

Eamon Lang      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 64 
A silky mover with great skills by hand or foot you could find Eamon out roaming the wings. His ability to find space and 
link up the teammates by foot through the wing were key features of his season.   
  

Daniel Limbrick     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 37 
Danielôs best games were through the forward half of the field. He had a knack of getting himself in perfect positions for 
the forward forays under the high ball and out positioning his opponent. Daniel really grew into the season.   
 

Nicholas Masters     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 122 
Nick had another strong season with some strong marking a feature. He was a player of multiple positions to help team 
balance and needs. He was at his best when attacking the ball and taking the game on with ball under arm. A GWS 
academy Member.  
 

Cameron Matthews     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 127 
Cam another welcome addition to the team for 2023 found himself up forward and through the wing, a regular goal kicker 
with a great kick and sense for goal. We look forward to Cameron continuing on in 2024.  
 

Jacob McNamara     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 66 
We had Jacob pinned as our CHF at the start of the season but after a season changing second half against Marist, he 
was moved into a midfield role where his size and attack on the ball were features of his game. A leader of the team by 
his style of play.  
 

Oliver Riley      Total Games at end of 2023 ï 21 
Oli was a good asset to the forward line with a trusty left foot. He was at his best when he got his pressure and attack on 
the ball up. A trusty left foot and a good sense on goals. We look forward to next year for Oli.  
 

Oliver Williams     Total Games at end of 2023 ï 69 
We worked with Ollie to ensure he got the contest right in his game, which resulted in him having a day out later in the 
season with 3 cracking goals (could have been 4). Oli also kicked goal of the year from the boundary early in the season. 
With a sure and straight kick, the more we can get the ball into Ollieôs hands, the more goals we will kick.  
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12 GIRLS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COACHES REPORT  

I could not be happier with the way the u12 girls team developed and conducted themselves throughout the year.  Our 
team of 28 players this year comprised of 13 x u12 girls, 12 x u11 girls and 3 x u10 girls.  Amongst our 28 players we 
also had 11 first year players.  With this mix of younger and first year players, the improvement and development both 
individually and as a team over the course of the season was excellent.  
We finished fourth for the season and beat every team during the year except for the top team, which went through the 
season undefeated. 
 
The girls should be very proud of their season and the way they played.  They showed strong development over the year 
and there is a huge amount of development still possible in this team, with so many girls new to Australian football and 
with 15 of our 28 players eligible to play in the under 12s again in 2024. 
As with any season, there are a lot of thankyous to the families and volunteers that make it possible for the girls to go out 
and play football each week. 
 
Thanks to Ruben and Bailey our goal umpires, Kate Jones for providing First Aid, Mick Stevens and Jay Kickett our 
runners, Gerry Patron for managing the team board and interchange, and Mark Lang for helping out at training during the 
year. A big thanks to all our other parents, relatives, guardians and family members that helped out at various stages 
during the season. 
 
A huge thanks to Joh Davies for being our team manager and doing all the necessary things to keep our team going so 
that all I had to do was concentrate on coaching the girls each week. 
 
I would also like to thank Damian and Fiona from Jupiter Kitchens for being the u12 girls team sponsor in 2023. 
 
And finally, a big thank you to all of our u12 girls that turned up in strong numbers at trainings and on game days and 
always gave 100%.  I look forward to seeing you play football again next year and continue to develop your skills, and 
most of all, keep having fun! 

Luke Jess


